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From the Desk of the Diocesan President: 

Wendy Tedford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to begin by thanking everyone for their continued support with the funding for the 
televised installation of Bishop Miehm.  The diocese office was just thrilled with your efforts 
and most appreciative.  I certainly understand it was not in your budget, or ours, but everyone 
did some juggling and we pulled together again.  We have received the DVD, not sure how 
many copies we have but let us know if you wish to use it at any time. 
 

From your donations during our diocese convention we were 
able to send four cheques to mental health organizations and 
deliver the women and baby items to a number of shelters or 
organizations assisting with similar recipients.  Joanne and I 
loaded my car trunk and back seat with the items heading to 
the northern reserve and Colleen Martin was amazed at your 
generosity when we transferred the items in Thunder Bay for 

the final leg of their journey.  
 

On another happy note from our convention we received “passing reports” from both the 
national and provincial presidents.  Good times were had by both.  I have shared the survey 
results with all the presidents so it is hoped they have shared them with you.  A number of first 
timers to convention, including new presidents, was a delight to see.  We did have AV issues 
which will be worked on for 2018.  A big pat on the back goes out to our northern councils for a 
job well done.  The speakers proved to be informative, spiritual, and personally driven to have a 
purpose in life.  I am glad you enjoyed them.   
 

Development/Retreat Day that we joined forces with St. Mary’s Lindsay proved to be another 
great day.  Fr. Eric Mason is always full of knowledge and well prepared for his presentations.  
His research on Our Lady of Fatima was so timely as some of us had just finished the May 
celebrations with the schools through the Rosary Apostolate; coupled with Donna and Helena’s 
trip to the shrine.  With recent photos that they shared a more vivid picture was embedded in 
our minds.  Thank you to all presenters and to those who offered comments from their 
previous trips.  Sharing is such a wonderful thing! 
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Provincial Convention in Thunder Bay proved to be another unique time.  President Pauline is 

always thinking outside the box and this year we had 
what I would consider a thought inspiring day, dedicated 
to “Walking in Spirit with Our Sisters” on the Tuesday.  
The missing earring tree that I had spoken of at meetings 
was a huge success and we exchanged the earring for a 
female’s name for which we will pray.  I did bring some 
extras home to be dispersed at our Fall Meeting.  After 
we heard from some elders we went on a ceremonial 
walk ending with a smudging and collection of water 

from all areas.  We then took the water to the head of Lake Superior and during a ceremony the 
water was poured into the lake.  After returning we heard compiling stories from award 
winning CBC journalist Jody Porter.  A day full of meaningful reflection of how fortunate we are 
and how difficult others’ lives have become.  Given this was our 70th anniversary displays from 
all dioceses, of course, ours was the best, were on show for all to enjoy and the highlight was 
the fashion show to period music.  What a blast from the past!  We also carried two resolutions 
forward to the National Convention and one to the provincial government.  The Keynote 
Speaker was Cardinal Gerald Lacroix.  What a down to earth personality and a joy to listen to.  
He had quite a message to present on how to make a difference in life, always coming back to 
our new national theme.  The last big event from convention was the election which names and 
positions will be included in the Organization Report.  To top off the end of convention, the 
quilt that was taken to convention, done by ladies in Lindsay, won best quilt and will represent 
Ontario at National Convention.  The other quilts were presented to the elders of the 
indigenous group present on the Tuesday.  What an emotional time for them as they were 
wrapped with the quilts.    
 

This was my last Provincial Convention where I will represent you at the Provincial Table, It has 
been an interesting time and I feel I have offered some insight and let your voices be heard, 
As always I find Pauline’s convention profile very interesting bringing new insight on how things 
could be done to draw awareness around social and spiritual issues.  She demonstrated this at 
our convention with her workshop.   
 

The Fall Meeting will take place in Bracebridge on October 21 from 10 am to 3 pm.  We will be 
doing a workshop on elections and registration for conventions.  During our business session 
we will discuss our new provincial project devoted to the Homeless.  I would also like to discuss 
ways where we may be able to assist young adults who are having difficulties up north.  We had 
discussed cosmetic bags for the girls at earlier meetings but I also believe we should look at 
how we could assist the young boys.  If you are not planning on attending please send along 
your ideas.  Also on the agenda will be an update on 2018 convention.  If you have something 
to add to the agenda please pass it along. 
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And, to finish off, Peterborough Diocese will be featured in the February OnLine Ontario 
Provincial Council Newsletter.  I hope to be able to report on what we have been doing with the 
new project, Homelessness, and to include comments from members on their other focus, 
“What the league means to us/How and Why do we belong/What is a memorable moment for 
us during our time within the League. Please let me know by the first of January at the latest if 
you have any comments I will need to be able to put this together and get it in to them. 
 

Wendy Tedford  

Peterborough Diocesan President 
 

Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Damian Smullen 
 
Dear Ladies of the League, 
 

I am once again looking forward to working with you all in the upcoming year and also to be 
working in my new post as assistant pastor with Fr. Tom as he takes over as Rector of the 
Cathedral.  This summer at the Vianney Fair, a band from my hometown played for the 
Greenbridge Celtic Folk Fest and ended up playing for us at the fair. Wonderful event! 
 

God Bless, 
 

Fr. Damian  Smullen 

Peterborough Diocesan Spiritual Advisor 
 

Organization Report: Wendy Tedford 

 

It is with heavy hearts we mention the passing of members Josephine Mary Niskanen, Loretta 
Jane Bolin, Cathy Hickey, Edna Kwongsee, Virginia Lynch and Jessie Mullen, since our last 
newsletter.  Through this report we tend to focus on acquiring new members and forget those 
who have serviced us well and have passed on.  If you remember our memorial during the 
Crowning of Mary at convention, our list is growing. 
 

At the national convention the Town Hall meeting was conducted with members within the 
assembly and those who linked with from home.  Quite a success! A number of issues were 
discussed and comments flowed in.  It was great to hear some of our people from home took 
part. 
 

As you know, this year was election year at Provincial Convention.  As duly bound,  I voted as 
instructed by you and all but 2 of those you voted for proceeded to council.  Apparently, your 
thoughts were very similar to those around the province. The following is the list of the new 
2017-2019 provincial executive: 
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President Anne Madden                    
Past President/Historian     Pauline Krupa 
President Elect/Organization    Colleen Randall   
1st Vice President/Christian Family Life    Linda Squarzolo 
2nd Vice President/Resolutions   Colleen Martin 
Treasurer    Patricia Rivest 
Recording Secretary    Mary Capobianco 
Spiritual Development Chair    Anna Tremblay 
Community Life Chair      Joanna Sisk 
Education & Health Chair     Wilma Vanderzwaag 
Communication Chair     Marie-Theresa Lamphier 
Legislation Chair    Karen McDonald 
Spiritual Advisor Most Reverend Bishop Brendan O'Brien  
Administrative Assistant Stephanie Spinnelli 
 

As a final comment/request, could the presidents put together their list of names + addresses + 
emails + contact phone numbers for those who hold or share a position within their councils.  
This list consistently requires updating and I know for sure that the list we have is now overdue 
for an update?  Many thanks for your assistance with this as I also know some of you find this 
task tiresome.  
 

Wendy Tedford 

Peterborough Diocesan Organization Chair 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Helena Lessard 
 

As Treasurer at the diocesan level, I felt that I had to ask, at the provincial convention, about 
the lines in the Statement of Financial Position entitled “Interfund Balances” as this was a term 
that I had not seen before.  I was given the definition that it “has to do with an amount that 
gets entered into the wrong column … (or line) and has to be put where it must belong.”  
Monies which are received and disbursed through a single bank account, yet belong to different 
funds (ie. accounts), are moved using the line Interfund Balances.  Thus the line on diocesan 
statements entitled “Transfers to/from Account/GIC” will now be called “Interfund Balances.”  
It could be a GIC account or even a convention account.  Good to know!  
 

Did you hear that Peterborough Diocesan Council’s quilt was chosen by the Provincial President 
to take forward to the National Convention?  Yes, a quilt brought forward by St. Mary’s Council, 
Lindsay was selected.  What an honour!  I certainly remember sisters in Christ from St. Mary’s 
Council experiencing love and mercy as they made a number of quilts for the palliative and 
hospice care challenge. The picture of the quilt is on the next page…. 
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It was quite special to see the quilt from Peterborough Diocesan Council carried by the Ontario 
President during the prayer service entitled “Lap Quilts of Love and 
Mercy” at the national convention in Charlottetown. 
 

Yours in Christ 
 

Helena Lessard 

Peterborough Diocesan Treasurer 
 
 

Past President/Historian Report: Joanne Hough                                                       
Conventions are a great opportunity to meet with CWL members throughout the Diocese. The 
convention in Huntsville was a great success. There were many opportunities to speak with members 
and to enjoy each others company. Several Diocesan members were able to attend the Ontario 
Provincial CWL Convention in Thunder Bay. Once again, the Peterborough Diocesan CWL was front and 
centre with gifts of baby items and gifts for young mothers and the donation of a quilt that was chosen 
to be presented at National on behalf of the Ontario Provincial CWL. Great speakers and a moving 
engagement with Aboriginal Grandmothers helped to consolidate our will to be open to the mission of 
continuing to support aboriginal families. Several diocesan members were able to attend the convention 
and witness the need for support of aboriginal sisters and their family. The National Convention, held in 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, was another opportunity for gathering new ideas, greeting friends 
throughout Canada and learning more about the Leadership Foundation. It has been an honour to be a 
delegate who considered the merit of several worthwhile resolutions that will result in a collective voice 
in support of change. 
 

Preparations for the Provincial Convention required a review of the Diocesan historic records for items 
from the 1960’s and 1970’s. Thank you to Kinmount and Lindsay CWL Councils for copies of Diocesan 
records contained in their records. Our display was well received. You can find pictures of the display 
and power point presentations on the web site www.peterboroughcwl.ca.  In addition, there are articles 
and pictures of each of the conventions. Take a look under the title ‘EVENTS”. 
 

Betty Colanari, Ontario Provincial Past President, prepared a booklet outlining the History of the Ontario 
Provincial Council from 2007-2017. Each Council was presented with a copy of the booklet for their 
records as the Diocesan Council Presidents were named in the booklet.  
 

I would appreciate an opportunity to review Parish Council archives to identify items related to the 
Peterborough Diocesan Council, especially Annual Reports and Conventions. Contact me at 
pastpocwl@gmail.com or 705-324-4491 
 

Joanne Hough 

Peterborough Diocesan Past President/Historian 
 

  
 

 

http://www.peterboroughcwl.ca/
mailto:pastpocwl@gmail.com
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Dinner at the National Convention celebrating Canada 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

Spiritual Development Report: Laila Etherington 
 

In unity with my brethren. In Faith, Hope and Love. I surrender myself to you. In unity with my brethren, 
through you, I consecrate myself to God. O Virgin of the Rosary of Fatima. 

And thus surrounded by the Light that comes from your hands.  
I will give Glory to the Lord for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 
As an option, you may say this prayer with your council as a closing prayer at your monthly meeting.  
 

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Apparition of the blessed Virgin Mary to the three shepherds 
in Fatima, you may pray the “Devotion of the First Five Saturdays” as given to Sister Lucia. We started 
our devotion in June after Marian month, which ends in October, then, we will start  our weekend rosary 
before mass. I strongly encourage the daily praying of the Rosary for world peace, for the Glory of God 
and for the Salvation of Souls.  
 

Reminder to all Parish Presidents; please ensure that, the name of the deceased members in your parish 
are reported. If you have any questions please contact me at sdpocwl@gmail.com 
 

On July 22th, 2017, we had a pleasure of meeting Bishop Daniel Miehm. He announced that Father Jim 
Secerly from Honey Harbor is our new parish priest effective end of August. Father Theo returns to 
Kearney. With the death of Father Theo's dad, on the first week of August, we held a Memorial Mass for 
the repose of the soul of Sir Linus Nnorom, with six celebrants from Son's of Mary, Mother of Mercy 
(SMMM) priest and a Deacon, The service was beautiful, they sang the mystery of faith in their own 
tongue, it was amazing. A potluck luncheon was organized and we invited other four parishes, allowing 
them to wished him a ‘Bon Voyage’ on his journey back to Nigeria for the funeral, it also, allowed us to 
thank him for taking on the role of acting priest in our parish.  Scripture readings from Lamentation 
3:22-26 and Romans 8:31-39 were chosen.  
 

  

Canada, Our Dear Home Dinner  

mailto:sdpocwl@gmail.com


            
Peterborough Diocesan Council of 

The Catholic Women`s League of Canada 
  Fall Newsletter 2017 
 

       10  

 
September upcoming feasts are: 
September 12th. Most Holy Name of Mary.      
 September 15th   Our Lady of Sorrows.    Just to name a few. 
You may want to sponsor a mass from any of these feast dates. 
 

“Oh come Holy Spirit fill our hearts, Enkindle in us the fire of Love”. 
 

Laila Etherington 
Peterborough Diocesan Spiritual Development Chair 
 

Christian Family Life Report: Wendy Tedford 
 

We continue to be active within our communities and the new National Theme is truly fitting for us.  Our 
Provincial Chair certainly put a lot of time on the earring tree for Provincial Convention and what a hit it 
was.  The exposure was recorded in the local newspaper along with the provincial website and we were 
honoured to have an award winning CBC journalist as a guest speaker so you can be assured she will 
include our day in her queries on the subject of missing women.  It is hoped many will take it to heart 
and continue the awareness. 
  
At National Convention a packet of red sand was provided to all members to represent the women 
falling through the cracks and by filling in the cracks on our sidewalks with the red sand it would be 
visible, fueling many questions. 
 

I have just returned from the Diocese’s Vocation Vianney Fair.  A wonderful time full of displays from 
vocations here in the area and from USA; many talented musicians from here, the USA and a band from 
Fr. Damiens’s home town in Ireland; swimming with lots of water activities; food and of course an Irish 
Pub erected for the Greenbridge Celtic Folklore Festival which we linked into. If you were unable to 
attend, consider next year.  National Vocation Awareness Week is November 5-11, 2017! How is your 
parish celebrating the week? Father John Purdue has sent you information through our president gmail 
accounts.  Please contact him for further information or ideas.  
 

I believe I will forward to you correspondence from our new chairperson, Linda, along with a piece I 
found on the National site that past chairperson, Rosanne, had done. Enjoy the read.  
 

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonour 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.”  Corinthians 13:4-5 
 

My Dear Sisters in the League, 
It is a great pleasure to send my first directive as the Christian Family Life Chair for the Ontario Provincial 
Council.  I look forward to working with all diocesan chairs for the Christian Family Life Committees and 
welcome the nine new diocesan chairs.  Although I have been a League member for over 40 years, this is 
my first time chairing the Christian Family Life Committee.  I am excited to start on this new adventure! 
 

Sub-committee Members 

I have invited two very capable ladies to serve on this committee with me.  Pat Weller is the past 
president of the Pembroke Diocesan Council.  Joanne Hough is a former past president of the 
Peterborough Diocesan Council. 
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Bishop Pappin Memorial Bursary 
Bishop Bernard Pappin was the provincial spiritual advisor when he passed away suddenly in 1998.  In 
his memory a bursary fund was established to provide bursaries to give financial support to seminarians 
studying for a diocese in Ontario.  
In 2017 sixteen applications were received and ten bursaries of $500 each will be awarded to those 
returning to the seminary in the fall.  Since the fund is solely financed by donations from CWL councils, 
all councils across Ontario are encouraged to donate to this fund to assist our seminarians.  Donations 
can be sent to the provincial treasurer, Patricia Rivest.   
 

National 
National Christian Family Life Chair Doreen Gowans sent Communique #4 on July 5, 2017.  I urge you to 
go to the national website to read her message, with information about parenting, fatherhood, sanctity 
of life and seniors.  If you haven’t already done so, take time to read her previous communiques, also. 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
Lord of the Harvest, 
Bless young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things. 
Inspire all of your disciples to mutual love and giving for vocations to blossom in the good soil of faithful 
people. 
Instill those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the confidence and grace to invite others 
to embrace the bold and noble path of a life consecrated to you. 
Unite us to Jesus through prayer and sacraments, so that we may cooperate with you in building your 
reign of mercy and truth, of justice and peace. Amen 
Pope Francis.  Adapted from the Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 

I look forward to working with you over the next two years, 
 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide your work for God and Canada. 
Sincerely, 
 

Linda Squarzolo  
OPC 1st Vice President/Christian Family Life Chair   lindasquar@gmail.com 
  

Parenting Skills ( found this interesting piece on the National Site.  Rosanne Sogan has just finished 
her term on the Provincial Council) 
 

Ontario Provincial Chairperson of Christian Family Life Rosanne Sogan attended a workshop on 
parenting, where the leader shared the acronyms STOP and LOVE. You may want to ask your diocesan 
counterparts to encourage members to consider using these with children, grandchildren, and children 
at church or in the community: 
 

S – Step back. Calm your emotions and comfort yourself. 
T – Take a few long, deep, calming breaths. 
O– Observe your emotional, physical and spiritual needs. 
P – Proceed with LOVE. 
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L – Listen to yourself and to your child; listen patiently, with full attention. 
O - Observe your child and what is happening around them. 
V – Validate your child’s feelings; show and tell them that you love and accept them no matter what 
they say or do. 
E – Enjoy playing, laughing and having fun together as often as you can. 
 

Grandparents and the audience attending mass in honour of Pope Francis’ 25th anniversary of 
ordination were encouraged by his words: “And for us, this ‘arise, look, hope’ is called ‘dreaming’. We 
are grandparents called upon to dream and to give our dream to the youth of today: they are in need of 
it. Because they will take from our dreams the strength to prophesy and to go ahead in their task.” 
 

Fatherhood Matters 
A married Catholic and father of four children, Ken Yasinski discusses raising a Catholic family through 
videos recorded on ‘New Catholic Minute for you!’ Statistics on faith sharing to families have several 
dynamics based on which married partner is a devout Catholic. For more information or to watch the 
videos go to catholicspeaker.com. Mr. Yasinski believes fathers have a great influence on their children’s 
lives and should be encouraged to profess their faith. 
 

Sanctity of Life 
Speaking in Abbotsford, British Columbia on March 4, 2017, Maaike Rosendal of the Canadian Center for 
Bio-Ethical Reform has seen a positive change in the number of young people involved in pro-life 
activities. Both vocal and visual with its pro-life presentations the center believes that viewed images of 
aborted babies has changed attitudes, making one feel differently to the injustice. 
 

Seniors 
At the 89th annual diocesan convention of Victoria Diocesan Council, Bishop Gary Gordon challenged 
members to “become shepherds” and “take God’s work outside the church” by ministering to the “frail, 
elderly and lonely in our parish families”. He encouraged members to enroll in pastoral care outreach 
training programs in their area. You may wish to ask your diocesan counterparts to investigate and 
promote these programs in their diocese. 
 

Questions that a diocesan chairperson of Christian family life might pose to councils: 
 Is there a home visitation team? 
 Is there a nursing hospital palliative care team reaching out to those dying and alone? 
 Are rides offered to senior members to attend socials or parish functions? 
 Are there prayer partners so each member is remembered in prayer? 
 

By taking the time to visit the elderly, members show care and compassion. You may want to encourage 
your diocesan counterparts to encourage parish councils to consider forming a committee to take action 
to make seniors feel loved and cared for. As God’s hands and feet on earth, ask members to examine 
what He wants done and to minister to His people. Show love, support and care for seniors, giving them 
the strength to say no to euthanasia if asked or pressured! 
 

Wendy Tedford 

Peterborough Diocesan Christian Family Life Chair 
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Communications Report: Anne McKinnon 
 

Communicatation! 
At the national convention which I was privileged to attend, we took part in a ‘town hall’ meeting.  There 
was at least one or two electronic devices at every table, where we discussed the question and then 
entered our group’s answers.  The answers of all the members in the session were displayed on the 
screen.   This survey is still available to all members until September 16, 2017.  To reach the survey and 
have your voice heard, go to cwl.cnf.io.   As this is time sensitive, please pass on to as many members as 
possible.  I can help you with this if you would like to get in touch with me. 
Do many of your members have email addresses, are you using this medium to get in touch with 
members quickly?  A great strive in communication, use it! 
 

Anne  McKinnon 

Peterborough Diocesan Communications Chair 
 

Community Life Report: Suzanne Liptay  
 
Resolution  2017.01   
Full Implementation of the Supreme Court Decision in G. v. Gladue for Indigenous Offenders 
A Supreme Court decision recognized that there are mitigating social and historical circumstances when 
sentencing Indigenous offenders which are not uniformly applied across Canada.  A Gladue report is a 
pre-sentencing, case-specific report which is written and used at anytime where liberty is lost for 
Indigenous people accused of an offense.  At the convention in Charlottetown, the national council of 
CWL resolved to urge the federal government to fully implement the R. v. Gladue decision by directing 
the courts of Canada to ensure that Gladue reports are provided to all judges before sentencing 
Indigeous offenders. 
 

Human Trafficking and Pornography 
There is a strong relationship between human trafficking and pornography. The annual conference of 
the Waterdown Stop Human Trafficking Committee shared that pornography sparks sex trafficking and 
fuels the demand for younger victims. The message is clear, if prostitution is the main act, porn is the 
dress rehearsal. Pornography is the imagining of a real relationship without the connection; it is for self 
gratification only.  
Where our values are at stake, action can come from ordinary citizens like us. In 2016, Canada was the 
third highest pornography consumer per capita in the world.  What can we do for young people?  
 

1.Start a dialogue with your children/grandchildren.  Cars are a good place to talk as it is easier than face 
to face. 
2.Set KidsWiFi  to create a second wireless in your home to filter out adult websites and control the 
times internet can be on. 
3.Forbid cell phones in the bedroom at night. 
4.Write local, provincial and federal politicians to stop human trafficking.  See the website at 
choosechangecanada.org. 
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Development and Peace 
There is a humanitarian crisis in South Sudan, Somalia, and northern Nigeria with approx 20 million in 
danger of dying.  D&P is working alongside partners to deliver emergency aid.  Please consider a 
donation from your council to D&P for these desperate people. 
 

Poverty 
CWL National was contacted by Citizens for Public Justice, a faith-based national organization working 
on federal policy in the areas of poverty, climate justice and refugee rights, regarding the Dignity for All 
Campaign for a poverty-free Canada. Consultations are currently taking place for the development of a 
Canadian Poverty Reduction Strategy. CWL is involved in this campaign. Millions of people living in 
poverty are counting on this strategy to make a difference. 
 

Basic Income 
Income security is challenging in an economy where there are structural changes to the labour market. 
Earlier this year the government introduced a three year Basic Income Pilot in Lindsay as well as in two 
other communities.  Do our League sisters in Lindsay perceive an impact in their personal lives or those 
of their neighbours, relatives or parishioners?  Are we discussing such vital issues in our councils? 
 

Homelessness 
The provincial focus this year is on Homelessness. Many factors can contribute to an individual being 
homeless and make it difficult to regain self-sufficiency.  Spend time as a council learning and discuss 
what causes a person to be homeless. What options are available for  in your area.  Homelessness has 
many faces. Even seniors who have no one to care for them are homeless; they may have a roof but no 
support. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Suzanne  Liptay 
Peterborough Diocesan Community Life Chair 
 

Resolutions/Legislation Report: Maria Fitzgerald 
 

If I was never proud to be a member of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada before, I was definitely 
so when I witnessed and participated in the dialogue in the legislation sessions of the National 
Convention. Congratulations to all the CWL ladies who identified issues, completed the research and 
composed the proposals at the Parish, Provincial and Federal levels. Not a stone was left unturned and 
every suggestion was accepted and respected. Take pride, ladies, knowing that the CWL is the strongest 
and largest group addressing the Federal Government. Bishop McGrattan, National Spiritual Advisor, 
instructed us to “not lose sight of our identity,”…”hold on to your values”. “You are called to witness 
holiness and justice.” These legislative submissions promote justice! 
After much discussion and intense scrutiny to ensure that they were presented clearly and precisely, the 
following legislative proposals received final approval for presentation to the Federal Government in 
November 2017.  
Federal Bills: 
*2017.01   Full Implementation of the Supreme Court decision in  R.vs Gladue for Indigenous - 
requesting that the federal government fully implement the R. vs Gladue decision when sentencing 
indigenous offenders. 
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*2017.02   Mandatory Age Verification Mechanisms for Adult Pornographic Websites – requesting that 
there be mandatory age verification mechanisms for adult pornographic websites. 
*2017.03   Zero-Rated Status Under the Goods and Service Tax Provisions of the Excised Tax Act for 
Child Safety Products – requesting that the federal government grant zero-rated status……… Products 
*2017.04   Protection from Coercion of Conscience for Healthcare Professional    - requesting the the 
Crminal Code -  be amended making it an offence to coerce healthcare professionals to perform medical 
procedures in opposition to their conscience. 
 

At the provincial level, the Peterborough Diocese submission to request safe operation of all terrain 
vehicles by youth under the age of 16, after being accepted at the Provincial convention 2016,  has 
been presented to and accepted by the Provincial Minister responsible. 
In formulating resolutions, members face many challenges.Thanks to their courageous efforts in 
perseverance, our voices are being heard throughout Canada. As Bishop McGrattan said, “So goes the 
Parish as goes the CWL.” We are challenged to cast off the fear of the legislative process at the parish 
level. It is here that our lawmakers are born. Each parish CWL is invited/challenged to address one piece 
of proposed legislation and identify an action i.e. prayer, letter writing, at each meeting being that force 
to be reckoned with. 
 

Members can monitor Bills before Parliament on the following websites:  
LEGISLATION info  http://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/HOMEaspx?Language=E 
 
Blessings to all, 

Maria Fitzgerald 
Peterborough Diocesan Resolutions and Legislation Chair  
 

Education and Health: Wendy Tedford & OPC Chair 

 
Given the recent election of Provincial Officers I thought it would be fitting to send along the recent 
correspondence from our new Education and Health Standing Committee Chair, Wilma.  We are 
entering a new school year and there are changes in the religious community so take in touch with your 
schools or their websites for updates.  I will continue to sit on the school board committee and pass on 
any new information.  As last year our young children will experience their sacrament preparation in the 
new fashion.  It is surprising the number of children who were not able to complete this format so if you 
are able to assist in any way please make those contacts.  Here is Wilma’s letter: 
 

Welcome to all Education and Health Standing Committee Chairs; whether you are starting your term or 
in your second year, I am certain we will learn from each other.   
 

Let me introduce myself to you.  I have been a member since 1987 and have had various positions at the 
Parish and Diocesan Council levels.  I became a Life Member in 2016 and for the last two years was the 
Provincial Community Life Standing Chair which was such a remarkable and fulfilling term.  I have a 
wonderfully supportive husband Robert, and two adult children.  My daughter Katie was married last 
June and now lives with her husband, Garrett in Sudbury.   My son Jake is living in Ottawa, now Rob and 
I can see our province as we visit our children.  I work part time at Meridian Credit Union.   
 
 

http://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/HOMEaspx?Language=E
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I am humbled to have been elected once again to the Provincial Council.  I have been blessed with two 
gifted women to be sub-committee chairs, Heather Sisk and Mary Lou Watson.   I would appreciate and 
encourage ANY information or articles that would fall under this standing chair to be sent to me so that 
we can share with everyone.  This standing chair is responsible for two areas that constantly experience 
updates, changes and new information.  The more we share information the better informed all our 
councils will be. Together we can accomplish goals and objectives that will enhance our parish 
communities and beyond. 
 

The list of Diocesan Education and Health Chairpersons has been sent to all who need it.  Please keep in 
mind that in accordance with the provincial privacy policy this information is for league use only, and is 
not to be shared.  Should you have any questions concerning privacy issues please send them to the 
Ontario Provincial Council Privacy Officer. 
 

Let us all pray together to Our Lady of Good Counsel to guide us as we educate and inform ourselves as 
well as the members of Ontario on all the duties of this committee.  Let us all communicate effectively 
and be open to new ideas.  I look forward to this journey with you. 
 

Blessings and peace, 
 

Wilma Vanderzwaag,  
Ontario Provincial Council, Education and Health Standing Committee Chairperson, 
 
 

Life Member Liaison: Anne McKinnon 
 

 

I am sure that you all are aware of the sudden 
passing of Life Member Virginia Lynch a few days 
after our diocesan convention in April. Please 
remember to keep her family in your prayers.  May 
she rest in peace.† 
 
At the provincial convention in Thunder Bay in July, 
past diocesan president, Margaret Van Meeuwen 
placed a rose for Virginia amongst the other 
recently deceased members. 
 

I don’t know if you noticed on the cover of the last League magazine, the committee for the 
national convention to be held in Charlottetown, posed as the Founding Fathers of 
Confederation.  This picture was placed on a postcard and each member received one at their 
table.  I managed to get more than one postcard and mailed them all off to our Life Members 

who were unable to attend.  Hope you liked them! 
        

Anne McKinnon   

Peterborough Diocesan Life Member Liaison  
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Speaking of conventions, why should we attend! 
 

Some councils set aside funds for subsidy for attendance at the provincial and national conventions.  
This is how you develop leadership within the council.  The subsidy can be as low as registration and 
banquet costs or part of the hotel cost plus meals.  The following are excerpts from comments 
received by those members who were at a convention.  You will see that there is repetition of events 
but each delegate sees things in a different way so the comments were written as said: 
 

Why I Am a Convention Junkie by Glenda Klein 
The first day of the provincial CWL convention in Thunder Bay, my husband Wayne and I went on the 
League historical walking tour of the downtown area, admiring the local architecture and hearing 
stories about the founding of Port Arthur. Sunday’s five-hour bus tour took us to the local Fort William 
First Nations reserve, Kakabeka Falls and surrounding countryside. 
The highlight of the convention for me was the keynote speaker Gérald Cardinal Lacroix, Archbishop of 
Quebec and Primate of Canada. The cardinal gave an enlightening and often humorous summary of 
Pope Francis’ exhortation Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) and the implications of the decline of the 
family. He encouraged us to pray daily for the restoration of families.  
It was a convention filled with faith, fun, laughter, renewal of friendships and serious business, and I 
would recommend that you attend next year in Toronto if possible. 
The national convention in Charlottetown was super this year. Each and every report of national 
officers and provincial presidents was very special in its own way. What a lot of new ideas I brought 
home to share with our council members!  
Guest speaker Ken Yasinski (Becoming a Living Thank You and Catholic Identity Crisis) was very 
motivating. He said that complaining kills gratitude. He suggested instead we write down five things 
every day for which we are grateful.  He explained how our Catholic identity is being eroded and 
encouraged us to be on guard against attacks to our faith. We need to stand firm in our beliefs. 
Guest speaker Dr. Reginald Bibby shared the results of a study of 3,000 Catholics in Canada. If you like 
statistics (and I do), be sure to watch most of the live presentation at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6kn3-fdvI4&feature=youtu.be  This analysis of faith and 
religious practice in Canada is actually encouraging in that there continues to be a core of faithful 
Christians who still pray and carry out Christ’s work here in our communities. 
The moving spiritual programs, the memorable masses and the attendance of multiple bishops is life-
changing. I am grateful that my council subsidized several members to attend these conventions and I 
would recommend that you approach your council about a subsidy to attend next year. This can be a  
safe and enjoyable vacation. Check out the daily reports at www.cwl.ca and www.cwl.ON.ca to get a 
better idea of what happens at conventions.  
 

Margaret VanMeeuwen wrote: 
-  Parts of the provincial convention that stood out for me were; -  Bishop Lacroix - excellent, 
informative, humourous  & easy to understand- could listen to him longer  
- Walking  in the Spirit with our Aboriginal Sisters/ Sacred Circle.  Very emotional was the placing of 
the earring for the missing and muurdered indigenous women & the sharing of stories in the circle 
-World Café discussion, and having the youth entertain at the banquet. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6kn3-fdvI4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.cwl.ca/
http://www.cwl.on.ca/


            
Peterborough Diocesan Council of 

The Catholic Women`s League of Canada 
  Fall Newsletter 2017 
 

       18  

 
Donna Moore said: 
At the recent 70th Annual CWL Ontario Provincial 
Convention drumming elders from the Blue Sky 
Community Healing Centre led the procession of women 
from the CWL around the outside of the Victoria Inn, 
Thunder Bay, and into the circle as part of a day of 
ceremony called Walking In Spirit With Our Indigenous 
Sisters.  This was all part of the program to talk about  the 
missing and murdered aboriginal women. 
All the CWL members were asked to bring a small amount 
of water with them from their home towns across 
Ontario, which was collected into larger jars.  With this water we were bringing healing to the river 
where it joined into Lake Superior.  
Earlier in the service there was a Tree of Life whose branches were adorned with the names of 400 
missing and murdered aboriginal women from across Ontario, Manitoba and parts of Quebec. Each 
CWL member took a name and replaced it with a single earring, symbolic to its match 
missing/lost.  Each of these missing and murdered aboriginal women will be prayed for by name by 
our CWL members.  Above… President Wendy Tedford with Donna at the Tree of Life. 
 

Gloria Broad, 1st time provincial convention attendee, stated: 
The theme “Inspired by the Spirit, Women Responding to God’s Call” was very inspiring. 
His Eminence Gerald Cardinal Lacroix, Archbishop of Quebec, Primate of Canada was the Keynote 
speaker on Monday. He referred to Pope Francis Exhortation ‘Amoris Laetitia’ (The Joy of Love) 
specifically Chapter 8 and the 4 attitudes it brings to our attention. 1. Welcoming and Listening; 2. 
Accompanying; 3.Decerning; 4. Integrating.   He went on to say Love is a journey and there is room in 
our Universal church for all families, we must listen to God for guidance and we must help people to 
find their place in the Church. 
Our Provincial Spiritual Advisor Bishop Fred Colli of Thunder Bay presided at the Eucharistic 
celebrations each day and his homilies were also inspired by the Spirit. He spoke about the church as 
our spiritual family and the Holy Spirit inspires us to continue to reach out to all those in need and to 
the most vulnerable. 
Jody Porter, a senior reporter with the CBC, shared stories of her personal encounter with the 
indigenous peoples and their struggles and how we can assist them. She, too. was “Inspired by the 
Spirit” 
 

‘Walking in the Spirit with Our Sister’s’ presentation by Cindy Crowe, was an insightful journey into the 
plight of our indigenous sisters and brothers and how we can reach out to help them. 
Sunday we had opportunity to attend the resolutions dialogue to discuss the 3 resolutions that were 
being presented on Tuesday and were passed to the next level.  
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Lynne Donnelly , 1st time provincial convention attendee quoted: 
His Eminence Gerald Cardinal Lacroix, was a very interesting, and informative speaker and I enjoyed 
his talk about our beginnings in Canada. He also gave renewed heartened faith to bring back home for 
me to bring to my members. Jody Porter from the CBC brought to light for many members the great 
concern about our missing Indigenous women. I now have added Serena Colson, a missing aboriginal 
women from the Maritime, to my prayers along with others unknown. If I could I would very much like 
gather our smaller councils from around the northern part of the diocese to hear her speak. What 
impressed me the most was the unity and faith of so many women of all councils united as one, and to 
be part of of it. I thank you for making me feel so at ease for not knowing many people. The water 
walk was my favorite event as it brought me closer to my own roots. 
 

Anne McKinnon said…” This is my fifth National convention, Toronto, Newfoundland, Ottawa, 
Vancouver and PEI. I love meeting women from all over Canada. The women of PEI were exceptional in 
their hospitality. Unfortunately there never is enough time to see the city you are visiting. Just being 
with members and seeing how they do things differently within their council is a learning experience. I 
loved taking part in the interactive town hall meeting! “ 

 

Helena Lessard commented: “Thank you to God for the opportunity and privilege to be a diocesan 
representative at the 2017 provincial convention which focused on Indigenous Women.  There was a 
very informative presentation about Murdered and Indigenous Women.  On the tree of life, each 
member left a single earring as they choose the name of a murdered and indigenous woman to pray 
for.  We also “walked in spirit” with our sisters on ceremonial healing walks when water from across 
our province was collected for release in Lake Superior to heal souls and the smoke of sacred herbs 
 (smudging) cleared negative energies.  As a result, this bonding and healing event from convention 
made the front page of the local newspaper and, for me, was the most spiritual aspect of the 
convention. 
 

At provincial convention, there was also a resolution for full implementation of the Supreme Court’s 
Gladue Decision (1999) for Indigenous Women Offenders.  However, the Gladue Decision is not just for 
indigenous women or indigenous people.  It is for everyone.  I felt that the resolution was not correctly 

worded as it focused on a small group of people (indigenous women) when the Supreme Court 
decision focused on a larger group of people (all individuals). Although we are a women’s group, we 
need to support both men and women we it comes to rights.  We cannot take a decision that applies 
to both men and women and indiscriminately apply it to a partial assembly, in this case, indigenous 

women, all the while asking for full implementation of the report. Therefore, I spoke and voted against 
the resolution.” 

 

For me, another interesting aspect of national convention was the town hall meeting.  While we were 
at convention and were encouraged to use one device per table connected to the website cwl.cnf.il to 
participate in the discussion, sisters in the League could be livestreaming at home or another venue, 
also viewing the questions, participating, and seeing the responses.  The session was entitled “Building 
on the Foundation, the League of the Future” yet we were informed that it was not a strategic plan but 
planning strategically with our input, ideas and concerns, as members, and not that of the executive 
board.  Listed below are the questions and live responses. 
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Question Responses 

Considering all the League’s programs 
and work, of what are you most 
proud? 

justice, outreach, resolutions, service, sisterhood, social, 
spirituality, work, fellowship, advocacy 

What should the League emphasize 
and promote? 

inclusiveness, Catholic values, fellowship, 
sisterhood/belonging, service, spirituality, outreach 

What will be the biggest change, 
challenge, or opportunity the League 
will need to respond to in the next five 
years? 

leadership and development, membership, 
inclusiveness, diversity, structure 

What would you like to see the 
League do differently? 

league structure, communication, social media, 
technology, paperwork and reports, technology, 
humility in implementing change 

What is the one thing you would like 
to see the League stop doing? 

duplication, meetings, reports, structure, negativity 

What does the League of the future 
look like to you? 

inclusive, vibrant, streamlined, multicultural, 
technological, faith filled, project driven 

 
The next steps include 1) gather and collate input, 2) forward to the steering committee and executive 
board, and 3) future discussion – how to make a good League even better. This process of planning 
strategically will take place over a five year period.  This town hall event was ground breaking and 
exciting.  And we look forward with anticipation as to what the future brings for our League. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Take my hand, O Blessed Mother 
Hold me firmly lest I fall. 

I am nervous when I’m walking 
And on thee I humbly call. 

 
Guide me over every crossing 

Watch me when I’m on the stairs 
Let me know you are beside me 

Listen to my fervent prayers. 
 

Bring me to my destination 
Safely every single day 

Help me with each undertaking 
As the hours pass away. 

 
And when evening falls upon us 

And I fear to be alone 
Take my hand O Blessed Mother 
Once again and lead me home.  
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Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

97th Annual National Convention 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island 

August 6-10, 2017 
 

The Planning Committee for the convention provided several tour options to guests prior to the 
beginning of the convention. In addition, delegates met for a dialogue concerning the resolutions to be 

presented in the convention. 
 

Over 2000 parishioners and convention attendees assembled in St. Dunstan’s 
Basilica on Sunday for the official opening of the 97th Annual National 
Convention. The liturgy was attended by Cardinals, Bishops, Spiritual Advisors 
and several dignitaries.  

 
 Following greetings from several guests, the attendees were hosted at the 
Murphy Centre for a wine and cheese reception. Returning to the hotel, an 
Kitchen Party was held at which the guests enjoyed a four piece musical 
group playing East Coast Music. This was a great welcome to all! 
 
The program for Monday opened with a liturgy with several Bishops and 
Spiritual Advisors.  
 

 
The main speaker for the day was Ken 
Yasinski, a professional Catholic 
speaker from Saskatchewan, 
challenged the delegates to Become a 
Living Thank You. He encouraged us 
to grow in gratitude. People benefit in 
so many ways. They have a higher acceptance of life. They are 
statistically happier. 
Gratitude brings us incredible happiness. It is an emotion of choice. Ken 

suggested that we each keep a gratitude journal noting five things we are grateful for each day. This 
serves as a visual reminder and has big rewards. Ken spoke of a Catholic Identity Crisis.  
 

He reminded us that Jesus sent each of us as disciples to be missionaries who make disciples of 
others. Evangelization calls us to lead others to Jesus Christ who will lead others to be disciples. He 
noted that Catholics tend to catechize before we evangelize giving the rules before establishing firmly 
a relationship with the individual. He stressed that only by becoming missionaries can we heal division 
and tensions. He quoted Pope Francis, “without evangelizing the Church becomes babysitters rather 
than mothers. He challenged us to share our life experiences with others, letting them know how 
Jesus has touched our lives. He left us with a suggested action…when someone shares a pain point 
with you…ask to pray for them…repeat their pain in the prayer.  
 
 

Delegates returned in the afternoon to 
acknowledge the loss of deceased 
members listed in the National  
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Book of Life. Each president placed a rose in memory of deceased members from their province and 
spiritual advisors were honoured by Margaret Ann Jacobs, National President. Several reports were 
given by Provincial Presidents. It was announced by Anne Maddon that the Theme for Ontario for the 
next two years will be Homelessness.  
 
Close to 500 attendees attended an evening of great entertainment, Canada, Our Dear Home Dinner. 
We heard great music from an orchestra and fun filled dialogue by Patrick Ledwell.  

 

On Tuesday, the convention opened with a 
beautiful Eucharistic celebration. The main speaker for the day was Dr. Reginald Bibby who worked 
with Angus Read to conduct an extensive review of Christians in Canada. He provided the stage for 
the informed input needed for the electronic engagement of CWL members, Building on Foundation, 
the League of the Future. 
 

 
Convention attendees and CWL members across Canada provided input into an electronic survey. 
Members would be given the opportunity to respond to the survey for 30 days following the 
convention. The responses will be used to develop a strategic plan for the CWL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The morning closed with a moving commissioning of new life members. Margaret Ann Jacobs and 
Bishop McGrattan used the blessing bowl to bestow special blessings. Life members gathered for 
lunch to celebrate the new life members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The afternoon provided an opportunity to hear from each of the national executive through their 
reports to the delegates. The treasurers report was passed. Several resolutions were presented to the  
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assembly with three of four being passed in the afternoon. Delegates attended several provincial 
dinners in the evening. 

 
On Wednesday, delegates participated in an additional session in preparation 
for the strategic planning lead by the National Committee. Coady International 
reported on their programs and thanked the delegates for their financial support. 
Quilts were presented from each province to to PEI Council. The quilts will be 
given to individuals in need in the province of PEI. The quilt donated by St. 

Mary’s Lindsay was chosen in the Ontario CWL Convention for presentation to the National 
Convention hosts. In the business session, more reports were received and the fourth resolution 
presented to the delegates was approved. The registration report announced that 938 individuals 
attended the convention. A closing mass was held in St. Dunstan’s Basilica followed by a successful 
Gala Banquet. 

      
The Prince Edward Island CWL Councils are to be 
congratulated on a well organized, welcoming and 

informative convention. Bravo! 
 

This detailed description of the national convention was scripted by 
Joanne Hough, Past President, Peterborough Diocese.   
Thank you, Joanne! 

 
 
 

 

 
Anne with Sir John A. 
    Peterborough National Attendees        Our Wendy!  
    (Missing Joanne Hough 
     & Debbie Lynch) 
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    Helena, Glenda & Anne at Canada 150 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

The date for the Fall Meeting is October 
21, 2017 

St. Joseph’s Church,  Bracebridge 10.00 
am – 3:00 pm 


