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From the Desk of the Diocesan President: Joanne Hough 
 

Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living expression of 
God's kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile. 

 – Blessed Mother Teresa 
 
 

Welcome back! It seems that September is a renewal and start up time for many organizations. I find myself 
thinking about how quickly the summer months passed. Although councils did not meet formally, all the work 
with the convention in July this year, made the summer fly! 
 
I am honoured to represent the Peterborough Diocesan CWL Council as President for 2014-2016. I have been a 
member of the CWL for over 30 years and a most active member since my retirement in 2004. Over my years in 
CWL and other organizations, I have been blessed with many mentors or trusted advisors who have 
encouraged me along the way to hold various leadership roles. We all need a little help from our friends! I hope 
to be able to be a trusted advisor (mentor) to the members of this Council. Leadership is a calling, often a 
whisper…with God’s help, one says yes. May we see the Lord in the work we do together for others. 
The diocesan convention was held in Parry Sound this year and was a great success with Pauline Krupa      
attending from the provincial council.  Pauline Krupa, President-Elect, presented an interactive workshop that 
focused on the ‘Objects of the League’. The liturgies in St. Peter the Apostle Church were very moving. A new 
executive team was elected for the 2014-16 term. Thank you to Margaret Van Meeuwen and the St. Peter the 
Apostle Council, Parry Sound for all your planning and hard work to ensure a successful experience for 
everyone who attended. 
 
One of my first duties as president was to attend the 25th Anniversary of the priesthood of our 
former Spiritual Advisor, Father Randy Foster. He sent greetings to you and was appreciative of 
being remembered by the CWL. 

 
In May, a spiritual development day was held in Lindsay to highlight 
the issues related to human trafficking. Resources included materials 
from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police of Canada and The 
Canadian Council of Churches of Canada. The key workshop leader, 
Michael Perry, of Kawartha Lakes Health Team, presented an 
excellent overview of the issues. Torie Howe gave the participants a 
glimpse into the needs of young people who get caught up in 
trafficking as street persons. Several prayer services and resources 
were shared with the participants. We will follow this up further in 
the October 18th Executive Meeting. Attendees were encouraged to 

share the resources with council members. 
 
June was filled with preparations for the upcoming provincial convention. With the leadership of the co-chairs, 
Carol Lawless and Susan Wood, a committee of 20 members worked together to develop a successful 
convention for all the attendees. In addition, many of you volunteered to help during the convention. Your 
support and participation was greatly appreciated. 
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On June 21st, Margaret Van Meeuwen and I were honoured to  
represent the Catholic Women’s League at the installation of 
the new Bishop of Peterborough, Bishop William McGrattan. 
We were privileged to formally welcome the Bishop in front of 
the guests in St.  Peter’s-in-Chains Cathedral. It is an event 
that will remain with us for some time to come. 
 
July saw the fruits of everyone’s labour result in a very 
successful provincial convention in Cobourg. The committee 
was on the run for the three days, meeting many challenges 
along the road but remaining positive and responsive of the 
needs of the attendees. The committee was awesome and 

deserve tremendous praise for a job well done. Thank you to all the volunteers who stepped in and helped 
make the attendees feel so welcome. Thank you to St. Stephen and St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary 
Schools for their contribution of student artwork. The 67th Annual Ontario Provincial Convention was officially 
opened following a Eucharistic celebration held at St. Michael the Archangel Church in Cobourg. Both Bishop 
McGratton of Peterborough, National CWL Spiritual Advisor and Bishop Gerard Bergie, 
Provincial CWL Spiritual Advisor presided at Eucharistic celebrations during the 
convention. The speakers for the convention were very informative – Ellis Katsoff, CEO 
of Pathstone Mental Health Centre spoke of the centre’s work with children and 
families and Father Frank Frietas , author of Are We There Yet? reminded us to pray in 
order to hear the voice of God when he whispers to us. The highlight of entertainment 
for the attendees were the Catch the Fire council skits and the performance of the Leahy family, Doug and 
Jennifer and six of their seven children. The attendees gave the convention a high rating. We look forward to 
the 68th Provincial Convention to be held in Niagara Falls in early July 2015. 
 
The tentative plan for the Peterborough Diocesan Convention 2015 is to hold the convention on the weekend 
of April 18-19th.  It is hoped to reduce costs by having a one night overnight stay by holding the pre- convention 
meeting at 10:00 am on Saturday.  
 

The CWL national convention took place in August from the 10th-13th 
in Fredericton, New Brunswick with six of our members in 
attendance as well as Bishop McGrattan, National Spiritual Advisor.  
Once again, the liturgies and the prayer services were inspiring. The 
members heard from Bishop Robert Morneau, whose topic was To 
Live with the Spirit; retired Senator, the Hon. Michael Kirby, who 
spoke about Mental Health and Young People; Imelda Perley, who 
shared actions for Building Relationships with Aboriginal Women and 
Sheila Isaac, who spoke to the assembly about the Indigenous 
Women in Community Leadership Program at the Coady 
International Institute. Five resolutions were passed with the intent 
that members take action to support the resolutions. Please refer to 

the website for the resolutions and background information that supported the need for action. Thirteen 
members were installed as life members and Barbara Dowding, Port Moody, British Columbia was installed as 
national president. An additional ten members were installed as national officers.   
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Two members from Ontario were elected – Margaret Ann Jacobs as president-elect and Shari Guinta as 
secretary-treasurer. Betty Anne Brown Davidson, also from Ontario, will assume her role as the past president.  
Together, they make for a very dynamic team!  
 
On September 12th, a group of officers met with Bishop McGrattan in Peterborough at the chancery. 
The dialogue was very open with the officers sharing information about the CWL councils in Peterborough 
Diocese and some of the challenges we see for the future. A tentative action plan was discussed. More 
information will be shared with presidents at the October Executive Meeting. 
 

Joanne Hough  

Peterborough Diocesan President  
 
 

Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Thomas Lynch 
 
 

Welcomes and Hugs 
 
                                                  We are all in the post-convention glow right now! Cobourg 2014 was a smashing 

success and I want to say that we all should be proud of the hard work done by the 
councils and many individuals who really laboured to make the provincial convention 
fun, fruitful and fraternal. Your sisters from all across the province were effusive in 
their thanks and praise for all the attention to detail, the planning and the constant 
care of so many of you to any of their needs. Warm welcomes were followed by warm 
hugs.  
 

Along with the fun was a deep feeling too that, as women, you have definite roles in 
the Church.  This is especially the case now for as you read this, the Synod on 
Marriage and the Family is taking place in Rome. Two of the major issues being 
looked at are pastoral responses to marriage breakdowns and the process of 
receiving an annulment in the Church. We all sadly know from both personal or family experiences how 
pressing these situations can be. I’d ask you to pray both individually and as councils for the spirit of wisdom to 
be with all the participants both clergy and lay.  As lay women, I think you should be aware that this is the first 
of two extraordinary synods and we need to begin to formulate a response to the problems at this time.  
 
 
 

Fr. Thomas Lynch 

Diocesan Spiritual Advisor 
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1st Vice-President/Resolutions Report: Helena Lessard 
 
“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” -Blessed Mother Teresa 
 
"I ask everyone with political responsibility to remember two things: human dignity and the common good."  
                                                                                                                                                                           -Pope Francis 
 
Dioceses and provinces have been active in bringing forward resolutions to provincial and national conventions. 
Check the respective CWL websites for further information on the resolutions that were presented and carried 
at this year’s conventions as listed below. 
ON.14.01 Mandatory Labelling of Genetically Modified Food Products 
ON.14.02 Feathers of Hope – Empowering First Nations Youth 
2014.01 Restoration of Health Care for Refugee Claimants 
2014.02 Electronic Cigarettes 
2014.03 Flavoured Tobacco Products  
2014.04 National Standard for Newborn Screening Including Screening for Severe Combined 

Immunodeficiency 
2014.05 Old Age Security Allowance for Individuals 60 to 64 Years of Age Regardless of Marital Status 
 
All active (and archived) resolutions found on the CWL websites fall under a standing committee. I would 
suggest that members pick a committee or topic of interest. Then review the action plan and determine ways 
to support the resolution and improve conditions within our society. Currently, there are 53 active resolutions 
on the Ontario website.  So there are lots of options to kindle one’s interest and start the fires burning. 
Members may even be aware of issues in their own or nearby communities on which they desire change. For 

example, residents of Bobcaygeon are working to stop the development of a quarry. Check out 
stopthisquarry.com that describes the petition signing, attendance of support, and fundraising 
events that a small group of residents are taking on a matter close to their hearts and homes.   
 
At provincial and national conventions, the two topics of focus by speakers were mental health 
issues and the development of relations with Aboriginal people. We heard how our faith can lead 
us to be more like Jesus while informing and educating us on these two topics.   
 

 
The two Ontario resolutions did not go forward to the national floor.  The resolution about GMO foods was 
similar to ON.97.06 Genetically Engineered Foods.  The resolution about First Nations Youth included actions 
aimed at both provincial and federal levels of government because both levels were involved in the endeavour.  
However, the reality is neither level will take action if it is also directed to the other level. Members are 

encouraged to take action with provincial child and youth advocates. 
 
Senator Michael Kirby spoke at national convention about challenges for youth that lead to the first onset of 
mental illness before the age of 20. CWL members are challenged to support initiatives that lobby for change. 
For some introductory information surrounding the issue, it is easy to google “Shatter the Myth campaign” or 
“Stop the Stigma campaign” because, as maternal role models, influential in our families, communities and 
society, we want to shatter the myth, stop the stigma of mental illness and effect change.  
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Our daughters are now in their early and mid-twenties. During one of the early 
years of elementary school, they received school planners sponsored by Kids Help 
Phone. We talked about the help line, why kids used it, and they were encouraged 
to call when they felt the need. As they became teenagers, they were encouraged 
to utilize relationships with their aunts and uncles to discuss problems, because as 
we know, children don’t always want to talk and listen to their parents. These two 
young women now mentor their younger cousins, both male and female, on the phone or through Skype. Being 
in the moment to effect change can be time consuming and inconvenient. One year, during a family holiday 
celebration without the family of one of the siblings, the girls had retreated to another room to listen to and 
support their cousin. They ended their Skype session by bringing the laptop into the living room so that all of us 
could share our holiday greetings and love. How rewarding was that present for us! Sure, it wasn’t action that 
supported a mental health issue (ON.13.01  Reduce the Stigma Attached to Mental Illness) but leaving the 
situation unaided could affect mental health with the possibility of depression or suicide.  
  
I strongly urge all members to support efforts to improve mental health services starting with signing the 
petition on the rightbyyou.ca website or pledging support on the partnersformh.ca website. Or find another  
 
resolution on either the Ontario or national websites of the CWL that sparks an interest in you and gets your 
fires burning. 
 
My prayers and blessings go out to each one of you. 

Helena Lessard 

First Vice President and Resolutions and Legislation Chair 
 

 

 

1st Vice-President/ Legislation Report: Helena Lessard 
 
I encourage the financial experts and the political leaders of your countries to consider the words of Saint 
John Chrysostom: “Not to share one’s goods with the poor is to rob them and to deprive them of life. It is not 
our goods that we possess, but theirs.”                                                                                                         -Pope Francis 
 
As of mid-September, the House of Commons and the Senate are back at work reviewing bills and debating and 
making laws.  Resolution action plans often encourage members to write to elected officials about issues. Use  
 
 
the website parl.gc.ca to obtain information about bills on the agenda and, under the Senators and Members 
tab, the name and mail/e-mail address of a senator or member of parliament.  A personal letter writing guide is 
available from national office and is available on the cwl.ca website under the Resources tab, in the Manuals 
section.   
 
The Ontario Legislature also adjourned over the summer and will be back in session late October. Similar to the 
federal site, the provincial website, ontla.on.ca, has information about bills on the agenda and information 
about the members of provincial parliament (MPPs). 
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In the phone book, telephone numbers are listed for various services provided by the 
federal, provincial and municipal governments. Your local municipality may also have a 
website. With having recently moved to Lindsay, my husband and I will have to check 
with the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall to ensure that our names are on the voters’ 
list for the upcoming elections on Monday, October 27.  To get to know the candidates 
and their stand on the issues, I will check the local newspaper for information about the 

candidates and upcoming candidates’ meeting.  Such meetings are an excellent opportunity to find out where 
candidates stand on the issues especially those related to CWL resolutions, legislation slated for discussion, and 
personal interest. 
 
 In the meantime, say the following prayer for elected officials: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect:  How should we respond to the demands of civil authorities? Must we always obey the law? 
Pray:  Holy Spirit, help me today to overcome one sin of weakness. 
Act:  Select a virtue that is opposite of your most common sin of weakness and practice that virtue in some 
way. 
 

Helena Lessard 

First Vice President and Resolutions and Legislation Chair 
 
 

2nd Vice-President/Christian Family Life Report: Denise Brennan 
  
It is easy to love the people far away. It is not always easy to love those close to us. It is easier to give a cup 
of rice to relieve hunger than to relieve the loneliness and pain of someone unloved in our own home. Bring 
love into your home for this is where our love for each other must start.  -Blessed Mother Teresa 

 
When asked to take this chair, I must admit that I did hesitate for moment. I have never filled this chair before; 
however, after reflecting for that moment, I said “yes”. In our role as CWL members we are here to serve 
others and I know that with God’s help I am up to the challenge. I appreciate the confidence you have placed in 
me as well. 
 
The family is the basic social unit around which everything in society revolves. As the family unit goes, so goes 
society. If you destroy the family you will destroy civilization. Therefore, a strong family is the strength of any 
society. 
 
In the last issue of The Canadian League magazine, our then national chairperson of Christian family life, 
Margaret Ann Jacobs, put the question to us:  “Are we impassioned about promoting marriage, family and the 
sanctity of life?” As chairpersons of this standing committee we are called to share our Christian values by 
reaching out to our brothers and sisters within our parishes and communities to promote our beliefs. In today’s 

Father, guide and bless the men and women who have decided to run for elected positionsand will be 
entrusted with the administration of our municipality. Grant them the wisdom to govern with integrity 
and humility. Give them the strength to make the decisions necessary to protect and care for all 
citizens.  Fill them with the spirit of Your wisdom and help them to fulfill their responsibilities in 
accordance with Your will. Amen. 
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society more and more people, including our own children, are moving away from the church and its 
teachings, for one reason or another. 

We must be actively involved in groups, programs and activities that promote 
marriage and the family; sanctity of life; and support to the youth, disabled, 
seniors, widowed, separated and divorced. This is our mandate and we can fulfill 
it by attending a pro-life rally, writing letters to our local MPPs and MPs on these 
issues, attending workshops, or supporting the youth and seniors in our parishes 
and communities. 
On June 5th, 2014 the National Assembly of Quebec passed Bill 52, allowing 

terminally ill patients to choose death. This legislation is the first of its kind in Canada and comes at a time 
when the right to die is being heavily  
debated all across Canada. To keep up to date on the topic of euthanasia go to www.epcc.ca or 
www.dyingwithdignity.ca . 
 
The annual National March for Life takes place in Ottawa in May. Support the Roses for Life campaign in your 
parishes. Support the youth when they attend SONfest or World Youth Day. Keep your parish up to date with 
current issues involving the family and marriage.  
 
Our provincial chairperson for Christian family life is Marlin Taylor and our national chairperson is Judy Lewis. 
Watch for their respective directives and be active and visible in your parishes and councils to share our beliefs 
and Gospel values with Gods’ people. 
 
I look forward to representing you as the Christian family life chairperson and if I can be of assistance please let 
me know.  

 

Denise Brennan 

Peterborough Diocesan Christian Family Life Chair 
 

Spiritual Development Report: Suzanne Liptay 

Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies.  
-- Blessed Mother Teresa 
 
One of the things my husband and I do to nourish our spiritual life is to read and 
reflect on the readings from the mass of the day in the morning at breakfast. We use 
the Living with Christ  booklet for the readings, and the Word Among Us booklet to give us a daily reflection on 
the readings. We do this individually, and if it seems appropriate, we talk about it. 
 
One of the recent Sunday readings from Romans had been about how God is working all things together for our 
good (Rom. 8:28).  But subsequently the first readings were from the prophet Jeremiah who spoke to the  
people at the time of the Baylonian captivity of the Jewish people when everything was going against them. 
Could God bring good from these events?   
 
I read the Jeremiah chapters in the bible to fill in the parts that are not covered in the daily mass readings. 
What a lot of wonderful statements and promises God gives to us! "I know the plans I have in mind for you - it 
is the Lord who speaks- plans for peace, not disaster, reserving a future full of hope for you.  Then when you 
call to me, and come to plead with me, I will listen to you.  When you seek me you shall find me, when you seek 
 

http://www.epcc.ca/
http://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/
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 me with all your heart. I will let you find me" (Jer. 29:11-14). Later he says, "I have loved you with an 
everlasting love, so I am constant in my affection for you" (Jer. 31:3).  "I refresh the wearied soul and satisfy 
every sorrowing soul" (Jer. 31:26). 
 
God addressed these words to the Israelites through the prophet Jeremiah, but he also speaks to us as CWL 
women. We may find ourselves discouraged or disheartened, or we may even have become indifferent. But he 
gives us real hope that is anchored in his promises and his plans for us. We may have our reasons for thinking 
the odds seem stacked against our dreams for ourselves, for our families, for our CWL.  Whatever those 
reasons are, God gives us a hope that does not waver with circumstances or dwindle with time. God's promises 
endure and are trustworthy. 
 
Father, I place my hope in you.   
Father, we as CWL women place our hope in you.   
 

Suzanne Liptay 

Peterborough Diocesan Spiritual Development Chair 
 

The 67th Annual Ontario Provincial CWL Convention 
We Have Seen the Lord! 

 

 
On July 6th the 67th Annual Provincial CWL Convention opened with a Eucharistic celebration at St. Michael the 
Archangel Church in Cobourg. This mass, presided by the Most Reverend Bishop William McGrattan, Bishop of 
Peterborough and National CWL Spiritual Advisor, was the culmination of months of preparation by the host  
 
Peterborough Diocesan CWL Council under the capable leadership of Co-Chairs, Carol Lawless and Susan Wood. 
They were ably assisted by a core committee of Margaret Van Meeuwen, Joanne Hough, Wendy Miron, Linda 
Ainsworth and countless other enthusiastic and hard-working committee chairs and volunteers. The 
atmosphere in the church that day was electric with prayer and song accompanied by rich organ music and 
child bell ringers … a fitting start to days of faith, fun and fulfilment.  
 
The convention welcomed almost 400 CWL delegates from all across Ontario. As always, the spiritual aspect 
was predominant with a Eucharistic celebration and prayer services every day. Guest speakers offered 
education and enlightenment. Monday’s keynote speaker was Ellis Katsoff, CEO of Pathstone Mental Health, a 
non-profit charitable agency in the Niagara region whose mission is to strengthen the quality of life for children, 
youth and families dealing with mental health challenges. Mr. Katsoff provided delegates with some startling  
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facts about mental illness. Later that day, an interactive workshop entitled On the Way with Jesus found CWL 
members walking with each other like the disciples of Emmaus and sharing the joys and challenges of leading a 
CWL Council.  
 
On Tuesday, Father Frank Frietas, Pastor at St. Mary of the Visitation Parish in Cambridge, Ontario and author 
of Are We There Yet?, inspired us with his message to live our lives looking for the moments God whispers to us 
because He does not shout. Father Frietas encouraged us to pray, in other words, to come and see Him before 
we go out and serve Him.  
 
Fun was also very much in evidence at this convention. Early arrivals enjoyed an appetizing barbecue on 
Saturday night and laughed until it hurt at the antics of the Durham Improv group. On Monday night, each 
diocesan council shared a meal together at a Cobourg restaurant and returned to the host hotel (the Best 
Western) for an evening of singing, dancing and celebrating our Catch the Fire leadership program. The Chariots 
of Fire group from Sault Ste Marie Diocese and our own Peterborough Diocese Johnny Cash wannabes were a 
great hit. After a delicious banquet on Tuesday night, the Leahy family, Doug and Jennifer and six of their seven 
beautiful and talented children, delighted everyone with their gifts of music and dance.  
 
We Have Seen the Lord was the theme of our 67th Provincial Convention and we did indeed see Him there, in 
one another, in those who spoke to us, in the Eucharist .… At the closing mass presided by the Most Reverend 
Bishop Gerard Bergie, Bishop of Saint Catharines and Ontario CWL Spiritual Advisor, we were invited to bring 
prayer and joy to our responsibilities as Catholic Women’s League members and to continue to carry out our 
mission of personal holiness through service to the people of God. Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us. 
 
Linda Ainsworth, Diocesan CWL Communications Chair 

Wendy Tedford , Convention Photographer  

 

 

 
 
 

75th Anniversary Celebration – St. Alphonsus CWL Council, Wooler 
 
The St. Alphonsus CWL Council, Wooler celebrated their 75th Anniversary on Sunday September 14, 
2014. The celebration began with a Eucharistic Celebration in St. Alphonsus Liguori Church. A new 
lectionary was presented by the CWL to mark the anniversary. A reception in the church hall followed. 
 
Over 50 guests celebrated together with a lovely luncheon. Two past 
presidents, Joanne Thomson and Paddy Fitzgerald-Nolan who have moved 
out of diocese and sisters in the League of six neighbouring councils were in 
attendance to celebrate with the ladies of St Alphonsus in this momentous 
occasion. Betty Anne Brown Davidson, Past President of The Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada, was the guest speaker. She brought greetings 
from CWL national and a message that reminds everyone that the Lord is 
always with us.  
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Several members received membership certificates and pins for a range of 
10-50 years of membership. Seventy-five year anniversary certificates were 
presented to St. Alphonsus President Pat McCauley from national by Betty 
Anne and from the provincial council by Peterborough Diocesan President 
Joanne Hough. In addition, Joanne Hough brought her congratulations from 
the diocese. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

May the Lord and Our Lady of 
Good Counsel continue to 
bless St. Alphonus CWL Parish 
Council for many years to 
come. 
 
 
 

Long term service pins and 
certificates were distributed to 
the following members: 50 
year pin: Jane Harrison, 35 year 
certificate: Paddy Fitzgerald-
Nolan & Margaret Van 
Meeuwen, 25 year pin: Bonnie Acton & Denise Brennan, 20 year certificate: Lisa Haker & Donna 
Flanagan, 15 year certificate: Grace McDonald and 10 year pin: Marsha Hilts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



             The Catholic Women`s League of Canada  
Peterborough Diocesan Council 

Fall Newsletter 2014 

      ~ 14 ~ 

Pope Francis’s Secrets to Happiness 

1. “Live and let live.” Everyone should be guided by this principle, he said, which has a similar expression in 
Rome with the saying, “Move forward and let others do the same.” 

2. “Be giving of yourself to others.” People need to be open and generous toward others, he said, because “if 
you withdraw into yourself, you run the risk of becoming egocentric. And stagnant water becomes putrid.” 

3. “Proceed calmly” in life. The pope, who used to teach high school literature, used an image from an 
Argentine novel by Ricardo Guiraldes, in which the protagonist — gaucho Don Segundo Sombra — looks back 
on how he lived his life. 

4. A healthy sense of leisure. The Pope said “consumerism has brought us anxiety”, and told parents to set 
aside time to play with their children and turn off the TV when they sit down to eat. 

5. Sundays should be holidays. Workers should have Sundays off because “Sunday is for family,” he said. 

6. Find innovative ways to create dignified jobs for young people. “We need to be creative with young people. If 
they have no opportunities they will get into drugs” and be more vulnerable to suicide, he said. 

7. Respect and take care of nature. Environmental degradation “is one of the biggest challenges we have,” he 
said. “I think a question that we're not asking ourselves is: 'Isn't humanity committing suicide with this 
indiscriminate and tyrannical use of nature?'” 

8. Stop being negative. “Needing to talk badly about others indicates low self-esteem. That means, 'I feel so low 
that instead of picking myself up I have to cut others down,'” the Pope said. “Letting go of negative things 
quickly is healthy.” 

9. Don't proselytise; respect others' beliefs. “We can inspire others through witness so that one grows together 
in communicating. But the worst thing of all is religious proselytism, which paralyses: 'I am talking with you in 
order to persuade you,' No. Each person dialogues, starting  with his and her own identity. The church grows by 
attraction, not proselytising,” the Pope said. 

10. Work for peace. “We are living in a time of many wars,” he said, and “the call for peace must be shouted. 
Peace sometimes gives the impression of being quiet, but it is never quiet, peace is always proactive” and 
dynamic. 
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Peterborough Diocesan Convention  
hosted by St. Peter the Apostle CWL, Parry Sound, ON 

April 25-26, 2014 
 

 
The diocesan convention, held in Parry Sound this year was a great 
success with Pauline Krupa, Provincial President-Elect, presenting an interactive workshop called “Celebrate” 
which focused on the Objects of the League. Keynote speaker Kathy Perry spoke about the Sisters of Service 
and their appreciation for the CWL who had advanced them some money to get their congregation set up 
many years ago. She has recently written a history of the sisters in a book called The Courage to Dare: The 
Spirituality of Catherine Donnelly, Founder of the Sisters of Service. The sisters are making a $500,000 donation 
to set up a foundation with the CWL to promote leadership of women in the Catholic Church. Luke Proctor 
shared information about Development and Peace programs. 
 
Carol Lawless and Danielle Gagnon reviewed the slides shown at provincial last year to welcome everyone to 
this year’s provincial convention which our diocese is hosting in Cobourg. Glenda Klein led the practice for the 
diocesan Catch the Fire song and presentation for Campfire Night at provincial. A gift was presented to Paddy 
Fitzgerald-Nolan who is leaving the diocese.  
 
The Marian table was decorated with butterflies with the name of a deceased member on each one. Gifts and 
over $216 for women’s shelters were processed to the Marian table. The liturgies in St. Peter the Apostle 
Church were very moving. Joanne Hough expressed her thanks to the outgoing executive for a job well done. A 
new executive team headed by Joanne Hough was elected for the 2014-16 term.  
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to Margaret Van Meeuwen and the St. Peter the Apostle CWL Council, Parry 
Sound for all your planning and hard work to ensure a successful experience for everyone (111) who attended. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

 
 
 

Oct 2-4, 2014 Ontario Provincial Fall Meeting, Toronto 

Oct. 18, 2014 
 

Peterborough Diocesan Fall Meeting 
Hosted by Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bobcaygeon  

Oct. 25, 2014 
 

Deadline for articles to Linda Ainsworth for inclusion in provincial ON-line newsletter 
Parish items and legislation 

Sat. Oct. 25, 2014 St Alphonsus CWL Country Bazaar-St Alphonsus Parish Hall    10am- 2pm  

Nov. 1, 2014 
 

Annual St. Paul’s CWL Bazaar at Norwood Town Hall 11 am- 2:30 pm 
Adult chili & dessert $6, Coffee & dessert $3, Age 10 and under ½ price 

Nov. 1, 2014 
 

St. Jerome’s Warkworth 60th Anniversary Celebration – 4 pm Mass 
Dinner to follow.  

Nov. 4, 2014 
 

Anna’s Antipasto Demo at St Joseph’s, Douro at 11 am before CWL meeting.  
(Call 705-652-3624) 

Nov. 8, 2014 
 

Baskets Galore Luncheon at St. Mary’s School, Lindsay at 11 am. 
(Call Gail at 705-320-8162 re tickets) 

Nov. 9, 2014 St. Francis of Assisi Membership Brunch - following the 11 am mass  

Nov.  13, 2014  Officers Meeting and Convention Planning Meeting Peterborough   

Dec. 15, 2014 Parish president’s annual report to diocesan president (Joanne Hough) and 
 diocesan organization chair (Wendy Tedford) 

Jan. 15, 2015 Wendy (organization chairperson) distributes completed parish reports to each 
diocesan standing committee chairperson 
Parish treasurer forwards treasurer’s report to Danielle Gagnon (Diocesan Treasurer)  

Jan. 30, 2015 Diocesan standing committee chairpersons provide Wendy with an electronic copy  
of their report  

Feb. 6, 2015 
 
 

Joanne Hough as president brings a copy of each of their standing committee  
chairpersons’ reports to the winter provincial executive meeting and gives them to 
 the provincial organization chairperson.  

Feb. 28, 2015 
 

Deadline date for diocesan spring newsletter submissions 

April 18-19, 2015 Peterborough Diocesan Convention, St. Catherine Catholic District School 
hosted by St. Peter-in-Chains CWL, St. Alphonsus, Peterborough 

April 26, 2015 Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel (likely celebrated Saturday) 

June , 2015 Development Day 

July 4-8, 2015 Provincial CWL Convention, Americana Conference Resort & Spa, Niagara Falls, ON 

August 16-19, 2015          National CWL Convention, Vancouver,BC 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  


