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Diocesan President: Paddy Fitzgerald~Nolan 

 

Greetings from the president’s front porch… 
As I begin my two-year journey with you all as your president, know that I am always 

with you and for you 24/7. This is our journey together, we will grow in faith, love, joy 
and laughter and ask for God’s blessings to bring peace, happiness and good health to 
Peterborough Diocese. 

We must learn to accept that each person is different and come to accept their 
differences, their suggestions and ideas. Each member brings a unique twist to your 

officers’ table and your own executive.   
Remember to listen to all members and look for the good in them. Sit back and  
really listen to your members and your parish priest to see what they are looking for in 

your CWL meetings.  What change can be made to better our organization. Is it time to 
switch things up, can we make it work. The answer is, YES, change is always good and 

anything is possible with God.  
At provincial convention in Toronto on Sunday evening at 
the opening mass Cardinal Thomas Collins spoke about 

change.  At the national convention in Winnipeg our guest 
speaker Bishop Murray Chatlain spoke about the “Art of 

Listening”.  Do you see the connection? 
This is the time to open our hearts, minds and doors for 
new members to speak up and our faithful members to 

say what has worked for them and how can the old way 
and new way work together. After all we mix white and 

chocolate ice cream together to make an awesome twist, 
chocolate and peanut butter came together. So now let’s 

really listen to each other with open ears, open minds and a welcoming heart and come 

together to mix the old ideas with the new ideas. 
Let’s go back to the beginning where I mention if we look for the good in people we will 

find it. An old-time favourite movie Pollyanna says it best, “When you look for the bad in 
mankind expecting to find it you surely will.”  Then she adds there are 800 happy texts in 

the bible, the next morning the ministry corrects her and says there are 825 as I stayed 
up all night counting them. So, if God put 825 happy texts in the bible he must be telling 
us something. 

As we prepare for fall harvest and thanksgiving let’s be truly thankful for all that we 
have.  Each and every day we should thank God for our health, families and lives…the list 

can go on and on. 
Before we know it, it will be Christmas and as we prepare for Advent remember to bring 
back some old traditions and teach the next generation why it takes us four weeks to 

prepare for the birth of our savior. What can we do each week? I challenge you all to do 
the reserve advent calendar, place an empty box in your kitchen and another one in your 

laundry room.  Each day for 25 days place one item from your kitchen cupboards in the 
box; the box in the laundry room place one item of clothing, bedding, shoes or boots. 
Last year I felt this was extremely rewarding to do.  It may have made a difference in 

someone’s Christmas. 
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Please remember you can always email me at prespocwl@gmail.com or my personal 
email fitznol@hotmail.com or text me 613-985-0699. Together we can make a 
difference, so never be afraid to call and ask for help, or support or just to vent.   

God bless the most amazing women of Peterborough Diocese. 

 

Paddy Fitzgerald~Nolan  

Peterborough Diocesan President 
 

Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Damian Smullen 
 

Advent begins on Sunday December 2, 2018. During Advent our prayer is one of hope 

and love: Come, Lord Jesus! During the four weeks before Christmas we pray and 
prepare for Advent, looking forward to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ as king and 
judge at the end of time and to our Christmas celebration of his coming as our saviour 

2,000 years ago. In the spirit of the season, we open our hearts to Jesus in prayer, and 
show by our actions each day that we are his. We try to love other people more, and to 

be more patient and understanding. We pray for others, especially those who are close to 
us, and ask God to help them to grow in love. During Advent God is inviting us to change 
our lives and our hearts. God wants us to prepare for his coming by doing good. 

 
Advent is a season of hope: Advent brings hope, because Jesus is always ready to help 

us to grow. He has conquered sin and selfishness by his obedient death and by his rising; 
he can help us to change our lives for the better. If we want to grow closer to him, and 
pray and work to improve, Jesus will help us to change for him. Advent is a season of 

joy: We are followers of Jesus, who is the king of glory. We are happy because Jesus 
wants to give us his peace and let us share his joy now and in heaven forever. Advent is 

a season of renewal: God invites us to let Jesus come into our hearts and make us more 
like him. Advent is a season of quiet expectation: We live it in the expectation of the 
fullness of joy to come. Advent is a time for prayer: Pray daily as individuals and as a 

family. Begin and end the day in prayer. Pray together as a family. Pray grace before and 
after meals. Read and pray about the daily gospel reading. As well as taking part in 

Sunday Mass, make a special effort to attend daily Mass during Advent. In preparation 
for Christmas, it is good to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation, asking God to help 

us to follow Jesus more closely. 
 
You may want to try one or more of the Advent traditions in your home: Advent wreath, 

Jesse tree, Advent calendar, cards, decorations, gifts or donations, and preparing the 
crib. But we must be careful not to lose sight of the true meaning of the season as the 

world around us hustles to buy and sell, to have parties and plan vacations. Advent is a 
time to renew our life in Christ and to thank God for saving us in Jesus; it is a reason for 
asking God to save all people and for praying for peace in the world.  

 
Join me in preparing your heart for the coming of the Lord — to wait in joyful hope for 

his return in glory at the end of time and prepare for the annual celebration of his birth. 
 

Advent is season of joy and hope for all who follow Jesus. 
 

mailto:prespocwl@gmail.com
mailto:fitznol@hotmail.com
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Spiritual Development Report: Donna Moore 
 

Dear Lord, grant us the strength to obey Your will; 
that we will face all challenges to our faith with patience. 

 

As spiritual development chair I've enjoyed delving deeper into my faith, learning so 
much about spirituality; what it is, how it makes me feel, why I need it, and most of all 

the joy it brings. I find I get lost in time expanding my knowledge, reading scripture and 
prayer books, listening to CDs and yes, even using Google to search for an answer to a 
question in my inquisitive mind. Why do I now have this need to be fulfilled? I believe I 

have the commitment to my current position on the Peterborough CWL Diocesan Council 
to thank for this enrichment and I pray that each one of you shares in the joy that I have 

found.   
Info Please: I ask all the spiritual development chairs in the parishes to please forward 
their name, parish and email address to me at sdpocwl18@gmail.com Please note that 

this is a new email address for this position.  
Parish CWL Involvement: Evangelization is alive and well in Lindsay at St. Mary's 

Parish as demonstrated by a new ministry called Share The Faith at one of the nursing 
homes for the senior residents. The community life chair and the spiritual development 
chair are coordinating with a few CWL members a monthly bible presentation in their 

chapel. With more volunteers from the CWL we hope to take this on the road to other 
like facilities. From the seniors to the very young, St. Mary's Parish is now ready for the 

launch of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program, level 1, for 3-6 year olds, only 
the second Atrium in place in Peterborough Diocese, the other being in Lakefield. If you'd 
like information on either of these two programs, feel free to contact me. If your parish 

has a spiritual event you'd like to share with me or invite me to, I'd be pleased to know.   
Honouring Our Lady: September is listed as the Month of Our Lady of Sorrows, but 

really there's much to celebrate about our Mother Mary, our Lady of Good Counsel. There 
were feast days recently such as the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the 8th and 
The Most Holy Name of Mary on the 12th. The Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows is celebrated 

on September 15. She is our model for times of suffering, because she rests with her Son 
at the foot of the cross, just as she rests with us during our times of suffering. 

The Rosary: The Feast Day of Our Lady of the Rosary on October 7 is the day that the 
World Rosary on the Coast and Borders will be prayed around the world. This day marks 
the end of the 54-day Rosary Novena that started on August 15, the Feast of the 

Assumption. God is calling us forth to make a difference through the intervention of Our 
Lady, for miracles to happen in situations with which we are dealing, in our country 

Canada and worldwide. The rosary starts in Australia and rolls worldwide for 15 hours on 
the coasts, borders, churches and public spaces around the world. By joining in this 

united front in the worldwide spiritual battle we are defending the dignity of the human 
person - life, marriage, family and religious freedom. It's not too late to sign on your 
parish to the Holy League of Nations or you could join in with St. Mary's Parish, Lindsay 

at 3 pm for praying the rosary on Sunday October 7. Together let us call upon God, 
through the intercession of Our Lady of The Rosary, to heal our nations and return them 

to holiness. 

mailto:sdpocwl18@gmail.com
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Let us Give Thanks: October 6-8 is also Thanksgiving weekend; a time set aside to 
offer thanks to the Lord our God, as reflected in Psalms 9 and 92.  Yet we know that 
there is not a day on which we do not have something for which to give thanks. 

Advent: As we move towards the season of Advent, beginning on Sunday December 2, 
2018, we acknowlege this as a time of preparation, expectation, waiting and celebrating 

the birth of Jesus. Let us prepare ourselves spiritually with prayer, daily mass, and the 
sacrament of reconciliation. Let us put our faith into action everyday by reaching out to 
those in need, especially at this time of year.Read and reflect on Mathew 1:18-24.  I 

recommend Loyola Press, a Catholic publisher, offering a variety of choices such 
as three-minute retreats, prayers and daily inspirationals at www.loyolapress.com  

 
O Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy, 

at this critical time, we entrust our country to your loving care.  

Guide and protect this land from every evil 
 and from the attacks of the powers of darkness. 

 We pray for healing for our countries and return them to Holiness. 
 
Donna Moore 
Peterborough Diocesan Spiritual Development Chair 
 

Education and Health:  Maria Fitzgerald 

 
Catholic School and Catechesis: 

* The new Rosary Prayer Program in the diocese is expanding to include the 
elementary schools in Bowmanville and Courtice this year. In support of this 

expansion, council ladies made 1,000 teaching rosaries during the summer! 
* The Rosary Prayer Program presented in the schools, is consistent with 

the teaching of the Church, as expressed in the concepts of Growing in 
Faith, Growing in Christ official religious education program. 
* There are now 27 schools in the Rosary Prayer Program in the diocese. 

Many CWL ladies are school visitors who deliver the program monthly. 
* Since hunger deters children from achieving their learning potential, 

councils are encouraged to continue to offer and participate in the delivery of school 
breakfast programs. 
* Support your parish youth programs. 

Literacy and Continuing Education: 
* Councils are urged to respond through letter writing, prayer vigils and signing petitions 

re the debate on the status of the sex education component of the health curriculum in 
the schools. 
* The education and health chairperson sits on a Faith and Equity Advisory Committee of 

the school board. 
* Can you assist with reading enrichment programs at local schools? 

* One council continues to donate one special book per year to the library of the school. 
Scholarships and Bursaries: 
* Councils are encouraged to donate scholarships to worthy graduating students at both 

the elementary and secondary level. 
* Supporting individual seminarians or seminaries helps to promote vocations. 

http://www.loyolapress.com/
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Wellness and Sickness: 
* Councils continue to participate in adult meal programs - ‘Out of the Cold’ being one 
such program. Some councils prepared meals, others made monetary donations. 

* Much attention was given to providing meals, visits and assistance for members and 
other parishioners who were in need. 

* Members and councils are invited to observe the May 4, “12 Hours of Prayer for 
Palliative Care” activity. 
Environment: 

* More scent free meetings, choirs continue to be promoted. 
* “Litter-less” lunches are being promoted more vigorously in the schools. 

* Recycling continues to be strongly encouraged. 
* Programs like Buy Locally are strongly promoted. 
Editor’s Note: The new national theme, “Care for Our Common Home” will inspire much 

action under this heading. 
 
Maria Fitzgerald 
Peterborough Diocesan Education & Health Chair 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Ferrol O’Reilly 
 

The world is a joyful place! It is my honour to have been elected as the 
diocesan treasurer. With God’s grace, I will be able to fulfill my duties.  

Duties: You have been chosen as the steward of finance for your 
council, and as such, you have a responsibility to ensure that your 

council is able to carry out its mandate for God and Canada with 
whatever financial resources available to you. 

It is not necessary to audit the books for the part year before you took 
the job, but it is a good idea to become familiar with the entries so there are no surprises 
when year end comes along. 

Cheques: When ordering new cheques, the header should read: (your council name) 
e.g., St. John’s Council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada (Remember the 

“The”). Leave the address blank or use the parish address but not your personal address. 
Ask the bank to include two signature lines. Above the signature lines you may request 
St. Anthony’s CWL Council or .... When changing banks, the new information about your 

account(s) and/or investments should be recorded in the minutes. Usually, it is more cost 
effective to leave the account in one place and deposits can be made inter-branch or by 

mail. The mailing address on the account should be the treasurer’s home address. 
Budget: Consult other executive members when preparing the annual budget. (I have 
sample budgets that I could forward if you wish.) 

Reports: Prepare current accurate financial reports for ALL meetings. It is vitally 
important that the president and the remainder of the executive have a good 

understanding of council finances to enable them to make sound recommendations and 
decisions on behalf of the council. Generally speaking, the first report of the year should 
be the final one of the previous year (although there may still be some entries that need 

to be processed in the previous year). You should do a year-end report even if the 
auditor prepares your annual statement. This allows you to verify the auditor’s figures. 

Balance the books and tidy your files before you pass them to your successor. 
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Please keep me in your prayers and I will keep you in mine as we journey together as 
CWL stewards.  
 

Ferrol O’Reilly 

Peterborough Diocesan Treasurer  
 

Past President/Historian: Wendy Tedford 
 
As some of us are now moving into this position it is 

important to remember you are in the role of an advisor 
and an information keeper. Each of these are very 
important to the growth of your council.  

It is also important to remember that one must stand 
back a little and allow the president to possibly move in a different direction than yourself 

but still arrive at the same destination. Variety is the spice of life and a good past 
president will view the journey from the backseat ensuring the council will have a 
successful objective.  

The past president is also responsible for the upcoming election. This process should not 
be to wait until the last minute for when someone gets annoyed with an issue and leaves 

in a huff. Think about each position and look for skills within someone. When 
approaching people for positions be certain about the position you are requesting them to 
run for and also provide details about said person to those who are voting. This being 

said, for those who qualify for the diocesan level, you can be certain I will be speaking to 
you if I have not done so as yet because I have started on the list. 

Within the historian role I would like to propose to you that we do something special for 
our 100th anniversary in 2021. This should involve all parishes and I would like to be able 

to have a celebration. Some things to consider could include doing a cookbook……yes, 
yes, I know some of you will say, “not a cookbook” but consider one with commonsense 
recipes, great grandma’s favourite, Uncle Sid’s game changer, Father Joe’s great fish fry, 

or how to prepare coleslaw for 150.  The money could be used in many ways. Please 
present this to your people and bring back some ideas to the fall meeting in October.  

Possibly think about a crest or a pin? 
To finish off I would like to report that I attended both the provincial and national 
conventions including some very interesting workshops. The most intriguing one to me 

was 211 Services in Ontario www.211ontario.ca  and as I had never heard of these 
services, I suggest you look into it too. These conventions are always times to network 

with fellow members from around the province and across the country. As much as we all 
work for our parishes, it is so important to encourage members and spiritual advisors to 
attend conventions to view and interact with the expanded sides of the CWL. I personally 

love to sit back and watch facial expressions and the involvement that follows after they 
settle in. 

Remember, you can always contact me for anything at pastpocwl@gmail.com or leave 
me a message on my cell. 

Wendy Tedford 

Peterborough Diocesan Past President/Historian 
 

GOD FOUND SOME OF THE 

STRONGEST WOMEN AND 

MADE THEM HISTORIANS. 
(from a T-shirt) 

 

http://www.211ontario.ca/
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Christian Family Life: Pamela Bryson-Weaver 
 

Dear Sisters in the League,  
I am very pleased to begin my new journey on the Peterborough Diocesan CWL. I fondly 
remember my years on the Saint John Diocesan in NB. As your new chair of Christian 

Family Life committee, I am tasked with the oversight of marriage and family; sanctity of 
life;  vocations; and ministries to: youth, disabled, seniors, widowed, separated, 

divorced. 
Conventions: One of my first duties was to attend the Ontario provincial CWL 
convention, July 7th to 11th, as a diocesan accredited delegate. After 33 years serving in 

the CWL, I never tire of diocesan, provincial or national conventions. I thoroughly enjoy 
going and always leave more in love with our League and all the wonderful works CWL 

women do for Canadians. At this convention, I attended several breakout sessions; 211 
Ontario and HomeShare. I also learned that now one out of every five babies are killed 
by ABORTION in Canada and the US. There have been four million recorded children 

killed by abortion since 1969. I was a director at Birthright in NB and volunteered there 
for over 17 years, so hearing the new stats was important to me. 

Sanctity of Life: This being my first article for our Peterborough Diocesan CWL   
Newsletter I want to focus on the issue of Euthanasia. I 
remember in 2013 the federal government stating that 

they will not be changing the law to legalize euthanasia. 
But here we are. It is time again to write to our MPs 

stating our position, as well as the prime minister and 
the minister of justice. 

At the convention I purchased on behalf of diocesan a DVD titled, “Fatal Flaws: Legalizing 

Assisted Death”. Assisted death is legal in five countries and six US states. State of 
Oregon was first in 1997, And in 2002 the Netherlands decriminalized voluntary 

euthanasia. Belgium legalized euthanasia the same year, and Canada most recently in 
2016. I have personally watched this video and I suggest a movie night in the new year 
where you can borrow the DVD for your parish and watch it together. I know that it is a 

difficult topic to talk about sometimes with family and friends, but it all starts with being 
educated. This DVD will give you both perspective view points and a renewed vigor to 

continue sharing on this important topic with our family and friends. Perhaps even 
organize a letter writing campaign at one of your upcoming CWL parish League meetings. 
Pat Deppiesse, our new National Chairperson of Christian Family Life in her first 

communiqué writes: “ Alex Schadenberg, executive director for the Euthanasia 
Prevention Coalition has an excellent new DVD entitled Fatal Flaws: Legalizing Assisted 

Death, which asks the question, “should we be giving medical professionals the legal 
right to end the life of another human being?” Visit www.epcc.ca for more information or 

to purchase a copy. Consider sharing it with your family, council and parishioners.” 
My final comment for this article is; The Dying Healed Program, sponsored by 
LifeCanada, is a [volunteer training] program which works to foster a deep and lasting 

awareness of the meaning and dignity of each human life and of human suffering, 
especially at the end of life when the person is preparing for their final moments on 

earth. For more information go to the website https://lifecollective.io/mtfl/get-
involved/the-program. Purchase the DVD “Fatal Flaws” and share it with your family and 

 

SUICIDE BY DOCTORS 
IS NOT HEALTH CARE 
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parishioners. Bracelets with the words “Don’t Kill Me, I Oppose Euthanasia” can be 
ordered online as well at https://fatalflawsfilm.com  
 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless you in your work for the League. 
 

Pamela Bryson-Weaver 

Peterborough Diocesan Christian Family Life Chair 

 

Communications Report: Glenda Klein 
 

Keep your words soft and sweet ~ you never know when you may have to eat them. 

Let’s Communicate: We can communicate better with each other in many ways.  

1. Be a good listener. God gave you two ears but only one mouth. 
2. Pray more. Speak less. 

3. Remember that you may be the first contact that someone has with the League (and 
the Catholic Church). You have a huge influence on how the League/Church is viewed by 
other people. Read James 3. Choose your words with wisdom.  

4. Anticipate the actions and needs of the council and president so you can be prepared. 
Volunteer your services and keep informed. Don’t wait to be volun-told. 

5. Always try to be kind and “be” Jesus for others. It is easy to throw out an offhand 
comment in an e-mail without realizing the impact it may have on the person to whom you 
send it. But it may not end there, because the recipient may easily and quickly share it on-

line with several friends who share with their friends, and so on. 
6. Letters sent on behalf of the Catholic Women’s League should be love letters - expressing 

the love that Jesus has for each of us. 
7. Find something good to say. A simple positive statement - short or long - can tell 
someone he or she is doing a good job. It only takes a few seconds, but the effect can be 

long-lasting, even empowering someone to try something new that they never thought 
themselves capable of doing (like maybe an executive position). 

The Holy Name of Jesus: Devotion to the name of Jesus can be seen in the liturgy. 
Traditionally, priests will bow when the name of Jesus is pronounced during the mass. 
Christ tells us, “If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it” (John 14:14). Peter 

says that salvation itself comes from the name of Jesus. When someone take’s Jesus’ name 
in vain, turn it into a prayer by saying silently or out loud, “Blessed be his holy name.” So 

say the name Jesus, evangelize in the name of Jesus, praise Jesus’ name, do good works 
in Jesus’ name, and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Pornography: Matt Fradd has two excellent videos on how to talk to your children about 

pornography in an age appropriate way. Prepare to dialogue by visiting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLNix7RVoV0 for younger children and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeC3EYkYW_M for older children  
Keep Christ in Christmas: When sending Christmas cards to friends, choose or make 
cards that celebrate the Christian message and the holy family. Share the joy of knowing 

Christ with others. Use religious Christmas stamps on all your mail during the Christmas 
season. Purchase enough stamps that you can use them all year long as they are only for 

sale at this time of year. Celebrate being a follower of Jesus all the time! When preparing 
for your Christmas party, bazaar or tea, be sure to add an image of the holy family to your 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLNix7RVoV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeC3EYkYW_M
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posters and display a creche at the event. Oh, yes – and sing Christmas carols too! 
Remember - Jesus is the reason for the season! 
 

Glenda Klein 

Peterborough Diocesan Communications Chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Life Report: 
 

Collect Air Miles for Missionaries: You can help with the expensive cost of travel to 

reach remote northern communities in the north. For every 95 Air Miles earned, Catholic 
Missions In Canada will receive $10, for their missionaries to use toward their travel 
expenses. Please send for your Air Miles card today to: 

CMIC, Air Miles Program, 201-1155 Yonge St, Toronto ON  M4T 1W2  
or email or phone CMIC at Christine@cmic.info or 1-866-937-2642. 
Project Homelessness: Homelessness is complex and complicated. At the provincial 
convention, Provincial Community Life Chair Joanna Sisk identified the following causes 
and concerns of the people who find themselves without a home: fear, addictions, 

unemployment, mental illness, isolation, loss of relationships with family and/or friends, 
being the victim of trafficking, disrespect, violence, apathy and the absence of peace. 

Whatever the causes, the knot(s) become so entangled, that homeless people often fall 
into despair. The homeless feel trapped, caught in a tangled web, not understanding or 
not seeing what to do; unable to act or act compulsively ending up worse off. Mary, 

Undoer of Knots, pray for us. 
Dignity for All: Did you know? 

* Three million households pay 30% or more of their household income for shelter.  
* An additional 50,000 people living in Canada experience hidden homelessness, a form 
of precarious housing such as couch surfing, living in a car, or other forms. 

* About 20% of renters spend over 50% of their income on rent. 
* One in four homeless people identify as Indigenous, and 28-34% of shelter populations 

are Indigenous, a great over representation given that they account for only 4.3% of 
people living in Canada. 
* Young people (ages 13-24) make up approximately 20% of the homeless: 29.5% 

identified as LGBTQ2S; 30.6% identified as Indigenous ; and 28.2% identified as 
members of racialized communities. 

What can I do about it? Add your voice to over 12,000 individuals, organizations, and 
government representatives who support Dignity for All’s rights-based anti-poverty plan. 

Together we can work towards a poverty-free Canada. 
Print and share at your meetings this one-pager on Housing and Homelessness at 
https://dignityforall.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Dignity-for-All-campaign-

Documents-Housing-and-Homelessness-One-Pager.pdf. 
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Basic Income Pilot Project: The basic income program that was piloted in three 
regions of Ontario, including Lindsay in our diocese, has been abruptly cancelled with no 
warning or plan in place to address the needs of the participants. The regions were 

chosen based on the need of these regions for poverty reduction programs. Pulling this 
program so prematurely is devastating to the participants and the researchers. Some 

participants had jobs, some were receiving social assistance but all received a monthly 
amount that brought them up to the minimum poverty level. Many had moved to better 
accommodations from substandard housing, enrolled in post secondary education to get 

a job or better job. Instead, soon they may be facing homelessness. 
Please write to your MP to have the program reinstated and to your 

MP asking them to continue the program if the province refuses. Be a 
voice for the homeless. 
Every Child Matters: Wear an orange T-shirt on September 30 to 

honour the children who survived the Indian residential schools and 

remember those who didn’t. Visit http://www.orangeshirtday.org/ 
  

Organization Report: Helena Lessard 

Membership: Good news for organization committees! The online membership system 
will soon be back up and running. To prevent a system crash, online access by 

administrators is being staggered. Patience with the system is required, as due to 
significant usage, the system may be slow to respond and it responds better to a PC than 

an Apple computer. For the time being, we have returned to the previous membership 
program. New passwords have been issued to administrators although they are now only 
issued for a year and must be renewed. However, the program is accessible at a new 

address - https://membership.cwl.ca  
Leadership: Once women are registered as members, education about the CWL, our 

goals, mission, values, objectives and critical issues, our programs, how to become 
better leaders, and action to be taken on resolutions are important. The National 
Development Fund is available to offset costs of workshops. Honorary life members and 

life members are willing to assist with leadership development. If one is interested in 
leadership development, one could consider the certificate program offered through the 

Catholic Women’s Leadership Foundation to develop skills in leadership, management, 
media and communication. There are a total of 551 senior leadership positions in The 

Catholic Women’s League of Canada.  
Resources: On the national website, https://www.cwl.ca, various materials such as the 
Constitution & Bylaws, the National  Manual of Policy and Procedure and the Executive 

Handbook are important resources for each council and officers. There are also 
handbooks for various positions and resources for smooth operation of councils. After all, 

meetings “were still the single best method for discussing issues and taking action. Don’t 
forget about the spiritual materials and the certificates and pins to commemorate the 
service of members. Our own previous past president Joanne Hough was commissioned 

with a prayer service as a life member at conventions. Congratulations! 
Website: In addition to the membership system being updated, the 

national website is being revamped. Changes should make the site 
more user friendly. Once completed, oral reports from convention 
will be available. In the meantime, the opening mass and the 

keynote speaker are live streamed in addition to photos online.  

http://www.orangeshirtday.org/
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Annual Report/Survey: We are going into the third year of the online annual surveys. 
Each year gets better and better. Hopefully, the more than 60% of councils which 
participated last year will increase. If all goes well, those councils which completed and 

forwarded hard copies will find someone in their council who can assist with the 
completion of the survey online. The resulting information is used to develop programs 

and assist councils. 
New National Theme: “Care for Our Common Home” starts January 2019. More 
information about the theme will be published in The Canadian League. Make sure one’s 

membership is up to date in order to regularly receive the magazine. 
Interesting Facts: More information from the CWL 2017 Summary: 

* About 25% of membership fees for 2017 were collected before December 2016. 
* Over 75% of parishes remit per capita fees in January and February before deadline. 
* Membership in Ontario declined less than the national average. 

* Membership in Peterborough Diocese has continued to decline since 2010. 
* Members feel held back by lack of modernization in the League’s methods. 

* Council presentations, discussions and speakers included palliative care, physician 
assisted suicide, limiting access to pornography, conscience rights of health care 
providers, refugee crisis, home care and youth mental health. 

* Some parish councils (60%) paid for the president to attend diocesan convention; 
however, most presidents paid their own expenses to attend conferences, fundraising 

dinners, workshops and provincial and national conventions. 
* The president is assisted by past presidents and current officers, especially the 
secretary and treasurer. 

* Recommendations: hold mentoring sessions, provide training modules for councils, 
save files to flash drives, keep running lists of activities - past and future. 

Let’s Work Together: I look forward to working with officers and members as we move 
forward, embrace new technology, improve communications, embrace and implement 

positive change, grow in faith and connectedness within the organization, overcome 
challenges, and increase membership. As in Micah 6:8, “...what does the LORD require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” I believe 

that this quote is representative of the CWL. We advocate for justice with resolutions, in 
sisterhood, we show generosity, gentleness, care and concern for each other and others, 

and with a meek attitude, we experience opportunities to grow in our faith. 
 

Helena Lessard 

Peterborough Diocesan Organization Chair 
 

Resolutions/Legislation Report: Katie Probst 
 

Writing a Resolution: We have all made resolutions in our personal lives. Making a resolution for 

Catholic Women’s League follows a similar process. First, think about an issue that is important to 

you. Create a specific focus statement about this issue/topic. Then check to see if the topic has 

already been dealt with in CWL resolutions. Next do some research to find information that shows 

the importance of the topic and that helps to achieve the goal set out in the topic. Now you are 

ready to write the resolution. The format can be found in resolutions in The Canadian League 

magazine or on provincial and national websites. State what you wish to happen and explain how 

it can be accomplished. Write a brief and a list of works cited. 
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Write about a Resolution: Some resolutions that our council has written letters to government 

about this year are: Amending the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act; 

Revising the Eating Well with Canada Food Guide; Requiring detailed warning 

labels on food and drug products containing inactive substances and additives 

that may cause adverse reactions; Full Implementation of the Supreme Court 

Decision in R. v. Gladue for Indigenous Offenders; Mandatory Age Verification 

Mechanisms for Adult Pornographic Web Sites; and Protection from Coercion of 

Conscience for Healthcare Professionals. Recent letters have been written 

parish wide to Federal Health Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor urging her 

government to ban bee-killing neonics in 2018. 

Topics of Local Interest: These include removing biases from history books regarding 

Indigenous People and World Wars; reinstating the minimum annual income supplement and 

including osteoporosis as a national charity for CWL councils. 

Legislation Topics: Legislation that interests members can be found on government web sites 

and can be highlighted through organizations such as Development and Peace, Euthanasia 

Prevention Coalition, Campaign Life Coalition, The Council of Canadians, etc. Writing letters to 

levels of government can be undertaken by councils as a group. These letters are a powerful 

indication to members of parliament of concerns and requests for action from constituents. 

An Invitation: I invite members to study resolutions and legislation at meetings, to format 

letters that members can sign and mail to MPs and MPPs and to consider writing resolutions on 

topics of interest.     
          
Blessings to all, 
 
Katie Probst 
Peterborough Diocesan Resolutions and Legislation Chair  
 

Life Member Liaison: Margaret Van Meeuwen 
 

"I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." (Philippians 4:13) 

It was a privilege and a pleasure to be appointed by Paddy as the Peterborough diocesan 
liaison to our life members.  
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our newest life member Joanne Hough. 

She accepted her pin and certificate at our diocesan convention in April and was 
acknowledged and blessed at the provincial and national conventions. Congratulations! 

I have been sending electronic cards to diocesan life members with email - thinking of 
you, get well, birthday, anniversary, and happy holiday. Those without email are sent 
cards by mail. Life members with emails get notices forwarded on a regular basis. The 

email notices from national and provincial liaisons are forwarded. Those without email 
access will get a combined report every four months on the happenings of their life 

member sisters across the country. Joanne and Brian Hough and my husband Frank and 
I celebrated our 50th wedding anniversaries in June and August.  
(Editor’s Note: Congratulations!) 

In closing, I would like to ask for prayers for good health for our life member sisters and 
our past and present Peterborough diocesan spiritual advisors Msgr. Jim Scott, Fr. Randy 

Foster, Fr. Tom Lynch and Fr. Damian Smullen.  
        

Margaret Van Meeuwen   

Peterborough Diocesan Life Member Liaison 
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Parish CWL Events around the Peterborough Diocese 
 

St. Alphonsus Liguori, Wooler 
AGM & Awards - June 10/18 

(L) Homeless items, donated by CWL 
members and parishioners, and 
collected at the year-end pot luck 

and AGM and awards night, were 
distributed to homeless persons in the 

local area. (R) Pictured are Wendy 
Miron who received her 40 year pin and Sheila Hill her 20 year pin and Sheila’s mom Life 
Member Liaison Margaret Van Meeuwen. The following ladies received their service pins 

as well: Giselle St. Jacques 5 yr, Janie Harrison 20 yr, Anne McCauley 25 yr, Catherine St 
John 35 yr, Rosemary Moran 40 yr and Viola Donaldson 45 yr. Congratulations, ladies! 

 
St. Mary of the Assumption, Huntsville Celebrates 60th Anniversary 

 Theme – Behold the 
Handmaidens of the Lord 

The Knights of Columbus 
processed our ladies into Mass 

with celebrant Fr. Damian 
Smullen. The Knights also 
assisted with the catered 

luncheon. 
Pictured are: Verna Simioni, 

Dale Peacock (for her mother 
Ruth Nedswicki), Rebecca 
Laflamme Muzzi, Alice Mackay, 

Laila Etherington and Diana 
Snowden. President Diana 

Snowden was assisted by 
Diocesan President Wendy 

Tedford and Past President Joanne Hough with the presentation of awards. Sixty-year 

pins were presented to four charter members Alice Mackay, Rebecca (Laflamme) Muzzi, 
Ruth Nedwicki, and Verna Simioni. Maple Leaf Service pins were presented to Alice 

Mackay, Ruth Nedwicki, Mary Kudryk, and 
Rebecca Laflamme Muzzi. Additional pins were 
presented to: 50-yr, Fran Morrison; 40-yr,  June 

Anne Crawford, Penny Reuvenkamp, and Diana 
Snowden; and 25-yr, Laila Etherington.  Eleven 

new members were installed and presented with 
insignia pins. 
Music was by Mike Degazio and Tom Hutchinson. 

Guest speaker was Patti Hanrath.  
President Diana Snowden cuts the cake.  

We tell members if they cannot come to the 
meeting, light a candle and pray for us. 
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60th Anniversary Events at Holy Angels, Brighton 
 
Holy Angels CWL, Brighton is 

celebrating this year with 
the following activities: 

Mass: The kick off was a Mass 
Celebration on Mother’s Day, 
followed by a wonderful 

reception. We were blessed with 
the attendance of our new 

Diocesan President Paddy 
Fitzgerald-Nolan and also the last 
two diocesan presidents, Wendy 

Tedford and Margaret Van 
Meeuwen. (Pictured L to R) 

Diocesan President Paddy Fitzgerald-Nolan, Holy Angels Organization 
Chair Pamela Bryson-Weaver, Past Diocesan President Wendy 
Tedford, and Life Member Margaret Van Meeuwen.  

Knit and Stitch: Holy Angels Knit and Stitch 
group raised $1,700 throughout the past year and 

donated it to "The Bridge Hospice" this past July.  
Evening to Remember: In June, Holy Angels 
Parish celebrated its history. Each of the glass 

stained windows (the symbols of the litanies to the 
Sacred Heart) and the window designer, Guido 

Mincheri (1885 – 1973) were thoroughly 
highlighted with a description of each piece of 

stained glass along with each symbol. The funds 

raised went towards the contingency 

fund for Holy Angel’s Church repairs. 
The artist Guido Mincheri was born in 
Florence, Italy. In 1914 he moved to 

Montreal. He eventually established his 
own studio and developed the style of 

brilliant translucent windows in 220 churches in his lifetime. He was recognized in 1933 
by Pope Pius XI, for his profound interpretations of biblical stories and ecclesiastical 
symbolism. He was made Knight of the Republic of Italy in 1972, and was recognized in 

1992 posthumously as a Builder of the City of Montreal. Holy Angels Brighton, ON is the 
only church in the Peterborough Dioceses that is adorned by these works of stunning art. 

(Pictured are a few of the 72 members of the CWL Holy Angels Parish.)  
Appreciation Night: We will also have a membership appreciation night at our Dec. 10th 
Christmas Potluck. Where we pin members for all their years of service and celebrate all 

our accomplishments as members of the League during our 60th Anniversary year. 
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St. John CWL, Kirkfield 
85th Anniversary Celebration  

- July 29,2018 

Following mass, members joined 
together for a picnic and 

presentation of awards. 
Picture #1- History Board 
Picture #2 – Group Picture 

(Front): Claudette Watters, Mary 
Moses, Ann Gallagher, Bonnie 

Bayes, Ferrol O’Reilly, Sally 
Patterson. (Back): Marie Squires, 

Sue DeGroot Kavanagh, Louise Sprager, Anne Gunnell, Katie Probst, Karen Pennings, 

Loraine McRae, Lois Baker. 
 

St. Paul’s, Gravenhurst Ecumenical Day of Reflection -Thurs. Sept. 6/18  

The CWL of St. Paul’s in Gravenhurst invited fellow 

members from nearby parishes and women from other 
churches in town for an ecumenical service and 

inspirational presentation by Maureen Basnicki whose 
husband Ken perished in 9/11. Over 100 women 

responded and a wonderful morning of fellowship ensued. 
The morning was not to be about the hate, horror and 
sadness of September 11th, 2001, but to turn it around 

and redefine that fateful day with appreciation and 
gratitude for the men and women in uniform and the 

volunteers who faithfully put their lives on the line, in the 
name of love and humanity. It’s about paying it forward 

with kindness and joy. 
 Pictured are Maureen Basnicki and President Sue Kelly. 

For 10 years Maureen and others had strived to have this 

day designated as the National Day of Service and it was 
in 2011 that Prime Minister Stephen Harper made this 
dream come true. But, no one has heard of this day;  

therefore, Maureen is now on a campaign to raise awareness of the National Day of 
Service and inspire Canadians once more to show the same kind of compassion to 

strangers in need, by engaging on that day in charitable activities, fundraisers and 
community service for worthy causes across the country. 
A heartwarming Salt + Light YouTube video was shown which featured Father Thomas 

Rosica, who interviewed Maureen and Kevin Tuerff, depicting some of the music and 
images from Come From Away. To view please link to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLFpXG8zwoM  
Maureen Basnicki is available as a keynote speaker or presenter. She can be reached at 
fore_moe@hotmail.com 

Can A DAY make a difference – Canadians resound with YES! 
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St. Mary CWL, Lindsay 
 Four CWL volunteers Tiiu 

Kubjas, Audrey Johnston,  

Donna Moore and Olga 
Everson (absent) have started 
a pilot project of monthly 

presentations such as The 
Good Shepherd at Extendicare 

Seniors Residence called 
“Share the Faith”.  

(R) Members Tiiu Kubjas, 
Audrey Johnston and Helena Lessard presented a prayer 

shawl to Helena’s mother Nora Fisher. This year 16 shawls have been crafted and 

donated. 
At the annual communion brunch held at Celebrations, the following pins were 

presented: 5-yr to Diane Demorest, Susan Kostroman-Cote, Lillian O’Connell, Susan 
Potvin, Louise Craig; 15-yr to Brenda Curtis, Marg Johansen; 20-yr to Gisela Wippler; 35-
yr to Dianne Evans, Marie Jackson; 40-yr to Doreen Grace; 45-yr to Glenda Klein; 50-

year to Anne Lynch, Joan Webster; 55-yr to Noreen Brasier, May McFadden; 60-yr pin to 
Bernadette Kerrigan and Jacqueline LeBlanc. Congratulations! Certificates of appreciation 

were presented to Wylie Suggitt for his personal assistance and for the assistance of the 
Knights of Columbus at many parish events.  
Joanne Hough and Glenda Klein received certificates of recognition for being nominated 

for the OPCCWL Social Justice Award 2018. Pat Clarke received the Kelly Doyle Long-
Term Service Award through the Lindsay Sports Hall of Fame. 

St. Joseph, Powassan Celebrates 75th Anniversary, Sun. Sept. 9/18 
Members gathered at 
St. Joseph’s Church in 

Powassan to celebrate 
75 years of service as 

League members. The 
mass was celebrated 
by Bishop Daniel 

Miehm with Parish 
Spiritual Advisor Fr. 

Tony Barol. Diocesan 
President Paddy 
Fitzgerald-Nolan was 

present to extend 
congratulations to 

President Barbara Van 
Wieringen on behalf of 
the Peterborough 

Diocesan CWL Council. 
Congratulations, ladies 

for all your good works 
and long service. 
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Conventions ~ Diocesan, Provincial, National 
PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN CCONVENTION, May 5-6, 2018 in Bowmanville 

The opening mass  for the 97th Annual Peterborough Diocesan 
Convention of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada was 

held at St. Joseph Church. Bishop Daniel Miehm presided and 
was assisted by Diocesan Spiritual Advisor Fr. Damian 
Smullen, as well as the other priests from the diocese in 

attendance. Saint Joseph CWL President Darlene Sullivan 
welcomed members to Bowmanville and Diocesan Secretary 

Maria Fitzgerald officially opened the convention.  (R ) Joanne 
Hough was presented with her life member’s pin and certificate. Congratulations!  

The convention meetings were held at St. Stephen’s 

Catholic Secondary School. The room was beautifully 
decorated with a French theme in red, white and blue. The 
League banners from the parishes were displayed in the 

foyer of the school. Lovely meals and snacks were served 
by the St. Joseph Bowmanville League members who 

catered to all who attended. 
Pictured are Betty Colaneri and Diocesan President Wendy 
Tedford.  

The keynote speaker was Fr. Paul Massel whose topic, “Second 
Time Around”, told about his life as both a priest and a singer 

and how both of his “jobs” helped him serve God. National 
Community Life Chair Betty Colaneri shared info on strategic 
planning; while Provincial 1st Vice-President/Christian Family Life 

Chair Linda Squarzolo gave a baking analogy about League 
service in “An Interesting Mix”.  Mary Helen Moes spoke about 

youth; Fr. John Perdue informed about vocations; and Janet Chappelle shared info about 
the Rose of Durham and its young parents’ support services. Officers and presidents and 
Fr. Damian Smullen gave their reports. An amazing number of Items were collected for 

the Indigenous youth and were processed in with the crowning of Mary. 
The banquet was held in the hall of St. Joseph Church where it was grandly decorated in 

a French theme. Dinner was catered by the Knights of 
Columbus and served by the Bowmanville Pathfinders. Father 
Jozef said prayers before our meal. Entertainment was provided 

by the various councils as they performed skits related to the 
French theme…Cabaret, The Gourmet Chef, and a Paris Fashion 

Show, just to name a few. Between skits, ladies sang French 
songs, read French tongue 
twisters and did some French trivia. 

The closing mass was celebrated by Fr. Damian 
Smullen with music provided by musician Kelly 

Robertson and the church choir members.  The 
newly elected executive was installed. Pictured are 

Wendy Tedford, Pamela Bryson-Weaver, Paddy 
Fitzgerald-Nolan, Maria Fitzgerald, Ferrol O’Reilly, 
Katie Probst, Audrey McLaughlin and Donna Moore. 
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ONTARIO PROVINCIAL CONVENTION July 8-11, 2018 in Toronto 

Everyone enjoyed the lovely banquet on Tuesday evening and 
were ecstatic when Cardinal Thomas Collins presented the Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice (For the Church and the Pope) medal to a 
very deserving Margaret Ann Jacobs, National President. This is 
the pope’s highest award for lay people or clergy for their service 
to the Church. Congratulations! 
 

View pictures from the provincial convention at  

     https://ontarioprovincialconvention2018.shutterfly.com/pictures 

Project Homelessness: Members of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada in Ontario  

donated $15,154.50 in gift cards to the homeless. At the Ontario provincial convention, delegates 

were invited to bring $5 Tim Horton or McDonald’s gift cards, to be distributed to the homeless.  

The response was overwhelming with members bringing $12,044.50 in donations. Cards have 

been distributed to 23 different groups/organizations in the Toronto Archdiocese, (which includes 

Orillia, Barrie, Newmarket/Aurora, Oshawa and Whitby, Richmond Hill, North York, Scarborough, 

Mississauga and downtown Toronto) that minister to the homeless. Prior to convention, additional 

gift cards worth $3,110 were distributed by councils in their local communities. Delegates also 

donated toiletry items which were given to Covenant House and St Vincent de Paul shelters.  

The Ontario Provincial Council thanks members for their generous response to this initiative. 

Keynote Speakers: Namarig Ahmed and Rami Shami of “PEACH”  

Palliative Education and Care for the Homeless – (By Paddy Fitzgerald~Nolan, President) 

Namarig and Rami opened our eyes to our homeless people dying on the streets with cancer or 

other ailments. Up until today, I had not realized there was such an organization called “PEACH” 

that does just this - a mobile medicine service that goes to where the homeless are. It was an 

incredibly informative presentation with inspiring stories of those patients living on the street. 

Rani said, “We have to change our perceptions and biases of homelessness, our definitions of 

individual service, and our models of service delivery, to be more inclusive and in tune with our 

society’s true needs. We are all a misstep away from homelessness. True compassion and 

empathy encompass and leaves out no one.” Final quote was, “Learn to live by listening to the 

dying”. 

Workshops: Here are some of the reports on the workshops that were attended. 

HomeShare Alliance Program – (by Glenda Klein, Life Member, Communications Chair) 

This for-profit company promoted sharing your home with another person(s). Example #1 - A 75-

year-old, who was unable to meet her monthly expenses shared her home with another person, 

enabling both to reduce their costs and live with dignity. Example #2 - A 91-year-old, whose wife 

died and was unable to stay alone in his heritage home, was matched with a 25-year-old female 

who helped with cooking, cleaning, laundry and gardening in lieu of rent. They enjoyed a 

grandfather-granddaughter relationship. People who need home sharing may have the following 

issues: financial erosion, hidden poverty, food insecurity, isolation, and mental or physical health. 

Home sharing could lead to added security, reduced loneliness, reconnecting with friends, 

improved lifestyle, laughter and joy. For every homeowner who was willing to share, there were 

75 applicants. To qualify housemates, HomeShare Alliance advisors search and conduct 

background checks re references, income verification, credit report, and criminal screening. 

Advisors find matches based on compatibility through behavioural interviewing and a lifestyle 

survey. Once the homeowner has chosen from two or three candidates he has met, a customized 

agreement would be signed and followup support provided. The agreement is breakable if there 

was a problem or incompatibility that warranted it. To promote home sharing we can raise 

awareness about the benefits of shared living; speak to our community about forming a local 

home share program;and consider sharing our home, if we have a spare room.  
 

https://ontarioprovincialconvention2018.shutterfly.com/pictures
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Sistering – (By Gloria Broad, President-Elect, St Mary’s, Lindsay) 

Sistering supports women from across Toronto and is a low barrier agency. When women arrive at 

the agency they expect to be helped immediately and they are. Age of women ranges from 16-80 

and is a very diverse group. Sistering supports over 300 women who are part of the hidden 

homeless in Toronto. Sixty percent are survivors of violence and abuse.  “On the Path to 

Employment” program readies them to enter the workforce. Sistering provides three hot meals 

plus soup/sandwiches overnight; showers and laundry facilities; clothing/ footwear, etc.; social 

media connection; crisis intervention/trauma informed counseling; harm reduction support and 

supplies; peer support groups in four languages; information/referral/accompaniment to 

appointments; onsite access to primary healthcare; on site access to settlement worker; peer-led 

programming: Harm Reduction, Peer Artistry and drop in programs; individual case support; well-

being workshops. Sistering connects women to health services and self help initiatives.  

This clearly is a much needed service for women in Toronto. May I suggest that CWL give our 

support in material goods/ gift cards to benefit the women using these services.   

Ontario 211 – (by Lillian O’Connell, President St. Mary’s, Lindsay)  

Ontario 211, a service provided by the provincial government, is a free help-line accessible 24/7, 

365 days a year, that connects you to the community, government, social and health services 

available in your area. We have all heard of 311 (government services), 411 (to look up a 

telephone number) and 911 (for emergencies), but how many people have heard of 211? I was 

not aware that it exists. From their website I have noted the services available: non-emergency 

police number; food banks; walk-in clinics; Alzheimer support; mental health help; Meals on 

Wheels; emergency shelters for homeless; services for domestic violence victims; public health; 

Tele-health Ontario; crisis services; provincial and local helpline phone numbers; settlement help 

for newcomers; housing help centres; youth drop in programs; child, youth and family 

counselling; emergency utility assistance; understanding which government service might help or 

assistance; disability support programs; and parenting programs. The individual’s personal 

information is kept private, but they do gather information that would help establish services 

where needed , e.g., if they get a lot of calls looking for bus services in  rural areas, they could 

bring this to the attention of the transportation ministry in that area. While I am sure we have all 

been on the Government of Canada /Ontario web-sites, and maybe some local community web-

sites as well, not many people know that Ontario 211 has all that information in one spot. Why 

not share this information so we can all become aware. 
Saint Elizabeth Homecare: (by Paddy Fitzgerald~Nolan)  

Journey Home Hospice will be partnering with Hospice Toronto to address the demand for end of 

life and palliative care for the homeless. This project will be flexible care suited to the unique and 

complex needs of homeless people and those at risk of becoming homeless. We also learned 

where the funding is coming from in Ontario and how it is directed towards palliative care, based 

on the bed space in each hospice. Each Saint Elizabeth across Ontario offers different services, 

from portable mobile mammogram screening van that comes to you to a rehab centre in bigger 

cities.  You may also find ones that offer support group for bereavement, Alcoholics Anonymous, 

Al-Anon, and sexual assault. Check your local Saint Elizabeth out to see what they are offering. 

Covenant House - (from the website www.covenanthousetoronto.ca) Covenant House is 
a shelter that provides a range of services including education, counselling, health care 

and employment assistance. Across the country vulnerable young people find themselves 
with no place to call home – couch-surfing with friends, staying in shelters, in squats or 

on the street in alleys, doorways or parks. Annually, as many as 40,000 young people 
experience homelessness in Canada, and nightly, there may be 7,000 homeless youth. 
Most kids are not on the street because they don’t want to live by their parents’ rules; 

they have fled or been forced out of homes where they experienced abuse and childhood 
trauma. About 40% of our youth seek treatment for mental health. Certain groups of 

youth are over-represented, including Indigenous youth, and in cities like Toronto, black 
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youth. Youth who are LGBTQ make up 25%-40% of the homeless youth population. 
Homeless kids come from every part of the country and every background. About 40% of 
the homeless youth we see come from middle- and upper- income families. In a recent 

study, 40% of homeless youth were under 16 when they first experienced homelessness. 
While young people may think running to the street is a solution, they soon find it can 

lead them on a dangerous, and often deadly, path. Desperate and alone, the young are 
easy prey to those who wait to lure them into drugs, sex trafficking and gangs. With no 
fixed address, regular meals, clean clothes or showers, it’s hard to imagine going to 

school or finding and keeping a job. Most homeless kids lack the education, job 
experience or life skills to move to independence. They lack the self-worth and the 

confidence to believe they can succeed. Like all kids, homeless youth need opportunity 
and hope to fulfill their potential. Covenant House offers a wide range of services and 
support to become productive and successful adults. 

St. Vincent de Paul – (from several websites including www.ssvp.ca) The SSVP is a lay 
Catholic organization whose mission is: to live the Gospel message by serving Christ in 

the poor with love, respect, justice and joy. This SSVP mission statement implies that 
Vincentians see Christ in anyone who suffers, come together as a family, have personal 
contact with the poor and help in all possible ways. This help may therefore take many 

forms, from helping individuals and families by providing shelter to, and feeding and 
clothing the homeless in urban centres, to assisting those who need our help in neglected 

regions around the world.  
Our volunteers seek people in need, wherever they live - in their homes, on the street, in 
shelters, in hospital or in prison.  The activity of SSVP is always based on love of 

neighbour in the local community. Volunteers work in their own area, and respond to 
local needs. This means that the Society’s work around the world is extremely varied: 

health, agriculture, education, housing, employment support, help for elderly, disabled, 
isolated or excluded people, and more. Funded by donations, it also provides emergency 

assistance and rehabilitation for victims of natural or humanitarian disasters, and 
finances development projects. Specifically, the SSVP’s work in Ontario to help the 
homeless includes ministering to refugees and immigrants and those in shelters 

(homeless, single mothers, abused persons). 
 

NATIONAL CONVENTION August 12 to15, 2018 in Winnipeg, MB   
Congratulations to our newly elected national officers:  

 President                Anne Gorman                    

President-Elect/ 

Organization   Fran Lucas 
1st Vice-President/  
Spiritual Development  Shari Guinta 

2nd Vice-President/ 
Communications Doreen Gowans 

Secretary-Treasurer            Janet McLean 
Past President/Historian            Margaret Ann Jacobs 
Education & Health Chair          Faith Anderson  

Resolutions Chair          Cathy Bouchard  
Legislation Chair             Betty Colaneri 

Christian Family Life Chair         Pat Deppiesse 
Community Life Chair                Marie Rackley 

Spiritual Advisor 
  Most Reverend Stephen Jensen 
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Bishop Murray Chatlain was a keynote speaker and he spoke first about reconciliation, 
then later about “Listening Slowly: Women Guided by the Spirit”. To hear his moving 
speeches go to cwl.ca and click on his talk. It was thought-provoking and inspirational as 

he shared his insight, knowledge and humour (esp. minute 1:43). Attending were Paddy 
Fitzgerald-Nolan, Wendy Tedford, Glenda Klein, Helena Lessard, Audrey McLaughlin, 

Joanne Hough and Debbie Lynch. Pictured (L) at the banquet are Keewatin Le Pas Bishop 
Murray Chatlain, Paddy Fitzgerald-Nolan, Glenda Klein, Joanne Hough, Helena Lessard 
and Audrey McLaughlin. We were also able to make contact with (R) Diocesan President 

Lucille Rossington, Diocesan Spiritual Advisor Fr. Shantha Gandamalla, MSFS, and the 
bishop of Keewatin Le Pas Diocese with which Peterborough Diocese is twinned. Joanne 

and Glenda and Marlene Pavletic had jobs of being minders for the special guests which 
included (back) Gaye Pokotylo (WMS),  Sr. Eva Solomon (Smudging Ceremony), (2nd) 
Joanne, Marlene, Ina Borger (UCW), Diane Dwarka (WICC), (seated) Sophie 

Manulak,(Ukranian CWL) and Glenda. 

  

 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Sept 13-15/18 OPCCWL Fall Meeting 

Sat Sept 29/18 Ecumenical Retreat - hosted by St Mary’s, Lindsay  

Sat Oct 20/18 Peterborough Diocesan Executive Meeting & Diocesan 

Development Day - hosted by St. Mary’s, Huntsville 

Nov 1 to Dec 1/18 On-Line Survey Report forms are available for annual reports 

Sat Nov 3, 2018 Baskets Galore – fundraiser for St. Mary’s CWL, Lindsay 

Mon Nov 5/18 Diocesan Retreat for Officers and Life Members – at Ricky’s All Day 

Grill, 898 Monaghan Rd., Peterborough, from 11 am til 3 pm  co-hosted by 

Donna Moore and Margaret Van Meeuwen) RSVP by October 22, 2018 to 

Donna at sdpocwl18@gmail.com or lmpocwl@gmail.com  

Dec 10/18 Appreciation Night & Potluck – hosted by Holy Angels, Brighton 

Jan 30 – Feb 2/19 OPCCWL Winter Meeting 

March 31/19 Registration Deadline  – delegates names and forms submitted to 

convention registration convener 

April 27-28/19 Peterborough Diocesan Convention – hosted in Peterborough 

June 9/19 80th Anniversary Celebration -hosted by St. Alphonsus, Wooler 

July 7-10/19 Ontario Provincial Convention - in Kingston, ON 

Aug 18-21/19  National CWL Convention - in Calgary, Alberta  

Fall Meeting & Development Day ~ Sat. Oct. 20/18 ~ 10 am – 3 pm 

St. Mary of the Assumption Church, Huntsville   

mailto:sdpocwl18@gmail.com
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Strategic Planning 
Report: National council’s strategic planning committee has released a five year 

commitment to planning strategically with goals and objectives for each year. Be sure to 
keep your members and spiritual advisor informed as information becomes available 

from national office. We can see important changes made within our organization and be 
instrumental in carrying out those changes. Share your summary this fall. 
Building on Foundation: 

“We want the League of the future to truly reflect the strength and wisdom of its 
founders and embrace and envision a future where our purpose, values and mission are 

timely and responsive to the needs of others.”  (Margaret Ann Jacobs) 

 

Core Purpose 
Uniting Catholic women to grow in faith, and 

to promote social justice through service to the Church, Canada and the world 
Core Values 

Faith – following Catholic teaching 
Service – local, national and international 
Social Justice – actively involved in society 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Envisioned Future 
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is  

an inclusive and engaged community of Catholic women inspired by faith. It is: 
a vital participant in the church 

a valued partner for social justice 
a respected advocate at all government levels 

connected to the world 

 
*    Mission Statement    * 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, and 
to witness to the love of God through ministry and service. 

 

 
URGENT APPEAL: Our twinned Diocese of Keewatin Le Pas needs our help!  

Pipes froze this month and it cost $9,000+ to have two men fly in to fix the problem. 
If you can help, bring your cheque payable to Peterborough Diocesan CWL on Oct. 20. 
 


