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PRESIDENT – LYNDA MACPHERSON

In Pope Francis’ address on the first Sunday of Advent, he quotes from
the day’s Gospel “look up” and “raise up your heads”. If fear is holding
us down, he said, “Jesus invites you to turn your gaze to heaven from
whence He will come”. Pope Francis continues as he looked upon the
Mediterranean Sea, “You can think about the meaning of life:
embraced by God, infinite beauty, you cannot remain docked in a safe
port, but are called to leave the shore” and “venture out to the open
sea”.
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is doing just that in its
planning strategically from 2018 to 2022. Our Mission Statement has
been enhanced “its members to grow in faith, and to witness to the
love of God through ministry and faith”; our Core Purpose extends not
only across Canada but across “the world”; and our Core Values “FAITHfollowing Catholic teaching, SERVICE – local, national and international,
SOCIAL JUSTICE –actively involved in society. As I look over our
Council’s reports to send to National, our Council has been “embraced
by God” and we have “ventured out to sea”. Together we have grown
in faith, we have reached across the country and the world and we
have served.
Our theme of “HOMELESSNESS” this year has without question tugged
at the hearts of our members. You have contributed to St. Vincent de
Paul, Transition House, Salvation Army, Cornerstone, and Beginnings as
well as serving at the Summer Sandwich Program. Collections of
toiletries, hats, mitts, jewellery, candy etc. filled backpacks which were
sent to Pikangikum First Nations in Northern Ontario, and knitted Tshirts sent to Nairobi.
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In June our celebration of the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary at
Villa St. Joseph along with our sister Council from Port Hope is a
wonderful example of faith and friendship. Our General Meeting in
November focused on Advent and all its symbols. This evoked many
memories among our members and stimulated plans to enhance our
own personal Advent journey this year.
Special wedding anniversaries and birthdays were celebrated as well as
the presentation of years of service awards to our members ranging
from 10 years of service to Betty LeHigh’s 70 years of service.
Whether we were selling pies at Easter, preserves in the fall or
Christmas cookies, there is such a sense of joy and fellowship amongst
our members. I am so overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity!
And tonight we will be sharing Christmas dinner, playing games, singing
Christmas carols and most importantly, sharing our faith together.
May the birth of our Lord Jesus bring you and your family: Peace, Joy,
and Happiness.
SECRETARY – CAROL LAWLESS

Advent is upon us! “O Come Divine Messiah! The world in silence waits
the day when hope shall sing its triumph, and sadness flee away.”
So we begin our preparation for the coming of the Baby Jesus as we
also begin our preparations to have family and friends join us for our
celebrations. It is always difficult to keep our “eye on the prize” – and
keep Christ in Christmas.
Slow me down Lord! I am always busy and it’s difficult to keep on top of
things. My secretarial duties are up to date. I know how very important
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it is to record what we have discussed at both our Executive and
General meetings as quickly as I can get it to paper or computer.
I really appreciate all the “elves” out there that notify me of either
illnesses or celebrations of our members. We want to acknowledge
these occasions. If you know someone that needs a little reminder that
they are still in our hearts, then please notify either President Lynda or
myself as your secretary.
Merry Christmas to you all and a very Happy New Year!
TREASURER – SUSAN DOUGLAS

As Treasurer of St Michael’s CWL it is my responsibility to maintain the
financial records of the Council. These duties include receiving
membership dues and fundraising monies as well as authorising all
expenditures. As per our 2018 annual budget, we have dispersed
almost $1,800 to designated charities including Big Brothers and Big
Sisters, Development and Peace, Camp Northern Lights, School
Graduation Awards as well as the School Breakfast Programs. All of
these donations were made possible by the continued efforts of our
CWL.
As a member of the CWL Executive, I am very proud of our Council’s
accomplishments. In small but significant ways, we have made an
impact on the lives of the less fortunate. St Therese’s “Little Way”
teach us we can do small things with great love. I have been blessed to
meet some amazing people who inspire me in their faith and remind
me that the greatest personal fulfillment comes when we contribute to
the welfare of others.
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE – PAT ANDERSEN

My duties as this convener vary. At this time, I would like to mention
one of my favourite responsibilities that being the Seniors Birthday
Party at the Golden Plough Residence. The ambience of the celebration
makes all the residents happy and some even get up to dance to the
music provided by Hal Allison. A large birthday cake and ice cream are
served and a birthday card presented to those residents celebrating
their birthday in January. A lovely time is had by all.
My second most enjoyable task is to organize a special collection at our
Church on Mother’s Day. All the funds collected are then distributed
evenly to Mater Care, Beginnings, and Cornerstone. These three
charities are so helpful to women and families of all ages who are so in
need of assistance and to have such a caring and giving Parish is such a
blessing.
SPIRITUAL – THERESE MAY

At each Executive and General Meeting, I start with a Spiritual Reading,
mostly from a beautiful Women’s Devotional Bible. I also utilize our
CWL websites and various “Spiritual and Prayer” sites for prayers I think
are relevant to the month, season, etc.
In June, we invited our neighbouring Council, Port Hope, to celebrate
The Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary with prayer and fellowship.
We recited the Luminous Mysteries and the Litany to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary as we processed to a statue of Our Lady in the garden at
our Villa St. Joseph. We sang some well-known hymns to our Lady.
After, we shared a delicious lunch and fellowship with our sisters of the
League.
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I attended our Diocesan Convention and one day at our Provincial
Convention. I always bring back ideas and revitalization from these
awesome conventions.
For our Annual CWL Christmas Supper, I try and incorporate a Spiritual
reflection or story as well as do a couple of games to liven everyone up.
At our breakfast, pot luck or any meetings with food I usually say a
special grace incorporating the season, month, feast day etc.
ORGANIZATION – VERONICA BATHCHELLOR

As convener for this chair my focus is on the membership of our
Council. It is challenging for us to maintain and increase our
membership for as we all know time is at a premium …juggling work,
family and personal commitments so we are delighted that we have
once again reached 100 members at St. Michael’s. Membership dues
are still just $25. and are due by the end of December, early January.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.
COMMUNICATIONS – LYNDA MACPHERSON

We appreciate the number of members who have shared their email
addresses. Information is shared so much faster this way and is also a
financial saver with respect to sending out our annual budget to our full
membership. I do wish to thank at this time our “telephone
committee” who do such a commendable job contacting those
members without email.
Inserts are also placed in our bulletins at least once a month with many
thanks to Ria and information is always on the bulletin board in the
apse of our Church.
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One of our greatest assets we have for information is The Canadian
League and I do urge you to read, ponder and share the articles.
Pornography and human trafficking are two concerns that we may wish
to educate ourselves on in the coming year.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2019
Monday January 21
Golden Plough Residents Birthday Celebration
Cobourg, ON
Saturday & Sunday April 27 & 28
Peterborough Diocesan Convention
St. Catherine of Sienna Elementary School
Peterborough, ON
Saturday to Wednesday July 13 to 17
Ontario Provincial Convention
Ambassador Hotel
Kingston, ON
Sunday to Wednesday, August 18 to 21
National Convention
Calgary, AB
CWL MISSION STATEMENT
THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA CALLS ITS MEMBERS TO GROW IN FAITH AND TO
WITENSS TO THE LOVE OF GOD THROUGH MINISTRY AND SERVICE
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PHOTO GALLERY
th

On June 9 , members of Our Lady of Mercy Council joined us at Villa St.
Joseph to celebrate the Feast of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. It was a
beautiful and spiritual time filled with
friendship and joy and we were all
inspired by the Spirit.

A festive lunch was further enhanced by celebrating our Organization
Chair, Veronica Batchellor’s birthday.
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A lovely and special celebration was held for Betty LeHigh on June 28th
at Palisade Gardens. Betty was presented with her CWL 70 year
service pin with Father Gerardus as a
very welcomed guest.

President Lynda Macpherson also presented a bouquet of flowers in
honour of Betty’s 90th birthday. Many members of St. Michael’s Parish
celebrated with her and her family in marking this very memorable
occasion.
CWL Provincial Convention July 8-11 in Toronto
Keynote speakers: Namarig Ahmed and Rami Shami of “PEACH” a
Toronto based organization which is a mobile medicine service for the
homeless. They have also just recently opened a home for the
homeless who are in their last stages of life.
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Pictured below is our Diocesan President, Paddy Fitzgerald-Nolan
presenting her oral report.

Anne Madden, our Provincial Council President is pictured at the
podium introducing the new executive.

President Lynda, Secretary Carol, and Spiritual Chair Therese are poised
alongside the table where Our Lady was Crowned Queen.
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After 35 years, a new look for the Parish Centre! Susan Douglas along
with husband, John and Lynda Macpherson with husband, Richard are
set to “get painting”. Carol Lawless and Therese May are busy aligning
the new curtains. AND the finished NEW LOOK.
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Our fall General Meeting began with a great potluck supper.

Following supper, Father Gerardus along with President Lynda are
pictured during the opening celebration of the years of service award.
Special guest, Pamela Bryson-Weaver followed with congratulations
from the Diocese.
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Veronica is all smiles with her Maple Leaf Service pin award as she is
congratulated by Life Member Lois Crider. And so is Bernadette Smith
who won the 50/50 Draw which she generously donated back to our
Council.

F

Frances DePalma is awarded her 40th Anniversary Service award pin and
cuts the cake alongside President Lynda and Veronica Batchellor, our
most recent Maple Leaf Service award recipient.
President Lynda along with Therese and Carol put on a skit as part of
the evening’s entertainment.
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September continued to be busy with our first fall fundraiser “Harvest
Fest” and the funds raised defrayed the cost of the new look in the
Parish Library.

At our October General Meeting at the Knights of Columbus Centre
guest speaker, Beth Kolisnyk, spoke on the breakfast programs offered
in our province’s schools under the “Food for Thought” program.
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As partners of the Provincial CWL Council’s “Warmth and Comfort”
initiative, our Council took up a donation of jars of peanut butter,
crackers, mittens and socks. The items were distributed to Transition
House and Salvation Army.

And following the Redemptorists request for councils to collect stamps,
President Lynda delivered this collection to the Redemptorists’ home in
Toronto. Thank you to all for saving these stamps!
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On October 20, 2018, President Lynda and Secretary Carol attended the
Diocesan Workshop held in Huntsville. Pictured below is the
presentation to Past President Wendy Tedford by Joanne Hough.

Our November General Meeting was a spiritual and giving gathering.
Spiritual Chair, Therese May led a workshop on Advent and its symbols.
Duane Hoffman gave a presentation on Pic Mobert and our members
filled a table with mitts, socks, peanut butter and crackers in support of
the Provincial CWL’s “Warmth and Comfort” Program.
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Our Annual Christmas Bake Sale was once again a huge success having
raised $1037.00. The funds raised will go towards the School Breakfast
programs and our other CWL charitable donations.

On Tuesday, Dec. 11th, 2018 our annual Christmas Social was once again
held at the Knights of Columbus Centre and we had a full house! It was
an evening filled with faith, fun, and friendship PLUS great music.
Thank you to everyone for your donations to The Salvation Christmas
Hamper Program…2 full grocery carts of pasta, beans, goodies, etc.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A JOYFILLED AND
PEACEFUL NEW YEAR
19

MY GOODNIGHT PRAYER

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
FOR ABORIGINAL PEOPLES DECEMBER 12, 2018
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